ENSP Politic and Policy Alumni Survey Results

The ENSP Politics and Policy Concentration has over 100 alumni! I sent out a survey to the alumni group to find out what were the most useful aspects of their college experience, and to pass some kernels of wisdom about the ENSP major for current P&Pers. The following is a summary of the alumni responses about internships, most useful classes, and suggestions about making the most out of your college experience and post-graduation transition.  – Dr. Conca
I. Examples of jobs that ENSP Politics and Policy Major Alumni hold or have held: 
· Risk Analyst, AIG Environmental Group
· Conservation and Science Program Assistant, Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
· Consultant, Booz Allen Hamilton 
· Peace Corps Volunteer, Madagascar 
· Field Educator, Yosemite Institute 
· Policy Analyst, California Public Utilities Commission

· Environmental Project Manager, Department of Homeland Security
· Writer, Earth Day Network 
· Environmental Health and Safety Engineer, KPA 
· Consumer Health Editor, United Press International 
· Environmental Scientist, Louis Berger Group 
· Accounting Assistant, Baker & McKenzie LLP 
· Environmental Scientist Contractor, NASA 
· Earth Science Teacher for 6th Grade 
· Volunteer Director, Oahu Hona Guardian (Green Sea Turtle) Program.

II. Examples of Graduate Programs ENSP Politics and Policy Major Alumni have attended:
· University of Michigan School of Natural Resources and Environment 
· University of Maryland School of Public Policy 
· American University School of International Studies (Global Environmental Politics) 
· UC-Berkeley Energy and Resources Group 
· American University Environmental Science 
· University of Maryland Biology Education 
· University of Maryland Law School 
· University of Colorado at Boulder Environmental Journalism 
· University of Maryland Business School 
· Johns Hopkins Environmental Science and Engineering Program. 
III. Thoughts on Internships
ENSP P&P Alumni survey respondents unanimously said that internships were a very important component of their academic and professional growth. Listed below are some comments the alumni had about internships:  
“The best advice is simple: apply early, and apply to everything that you have even the slightest interest in. Make sure that your resume is tailored to match the job description. Don’t get upset if you don’t get an internship right away.” Sarah Shaffer
“Internships are absolutely vital to success. Being an intern not only prepares you for an eventual job, but it broadcasts loud and clear to those around you that you care about your career, you’re invested in it, and you want to succeed.” Christine Dell-Amore

“Definitely get at least one internship…Take from it everything you can. Don’t limit yourself to taking only paid internships. Use your summer before your senior year wisely. It is a perfect time to take an unpaid internship. You never know when an experience from an internship will prove to be worthwhile.” Rachel Roberts

“Take advantage of your proximity to Washington, DC to get the off-season internships when you are not competing with the national crowd of summer applicants.” Guy Cole

“Attend as many career fairs as possible (with resume and cover letter in hand) and network through family, friends and past employers. Once you land your internship, make sure you are diligent, punctual, and respectful.” Teresa Sanders

“Almost all internships will involve some heavy lifting and mundane tasks. Resist the urge to take it easy because you know that you’re not going to be there forever. The personal contacts you make and their impression of you can stay with you for a very long time.” Rachel Penrod

IV. Most Useful ENSP-related Courses
1. GVPT419B was cited the most frequently by alumni as the most useful ENSP-related course, followed by ENSP 400.
“GVPT419B forced me to think out of the box and to write extensively. It helped in terms of understanding that there are many ways of dealing with environmental issues.” Sarah Shaffer

2. ENSP400 – Capstone in Environmental Science and Policy
3. ENSP 101 and 102 – Intro to Environmental Science and Policy

“Dr. James’ lectures about basic environmental science laid the groundwork for my understanding of the field, which in turn allowed me to analyze environmental issues critically in the  400-level (Capstone) course.” Christine Dell-Amore
Others
· GEOG373 – Geographical Information Systems
· AREC240 – Intro to Economics of the Environment 
· ENSP330 – Environmental Law 
· ANTHRO400 – Environmental Anthropology

· Statistics

· Calculus

V. Most Useful non-ENSP-related Courses
· Foreign Languages

· Junior English Technical Writing
· Writing for Environmental Science

· Chemistry I  and II 
· Environmental Ethics

VI. What Do You Wish You Had Done in College Given What You are Now Doing?
“The environmental field has a very interesting dichotomy between the science folks on the one hand, and the policy folks on the other. But you’ll find that success in either area depends on some knowledge of the other. The best policy makers have a solid understanding of the science that informs policy, and the best scientists are able to understand how policy affects their work…ENSP Politics and Policy was a fabulous program, but I wish that I had branched out to take the science side of things a bit more in the electives that I chose.” Rachel Penrod
· Study Abroad
· Learn a language 
· Take courses on public speaking 
· Take courses on project management 
· Take science courses
· Get involved with student organizations 
· Volunteer to help a Teaching Assistant 
· Take business courses

VII. Most Useful Skills for Your Job
· Ability to analyze and conceptualize 

· Writing

· Ability to craft strong concise arguments
· Organizational and time-management skills
· Policy Analysis

· Diplomacy
VIII. Tips on the Post-Graduation Transition
“Don’t be intimidated. It may take a few months of submitting resumes and interviewing before you are offered a job, maybe even longer to find one you like. Dream jobs are something to work towards. Bits and pieces from your first job will combine with aspects from your second job, and so on, until you have all the knowledge and experience to succeed at your ideal job. Your ideal job may not be all that it was cracked up to be. Don’t be afraid of a challenge, it is how you learn.” 
“I’d recommend taking some time off between school and work, if you can.”

“Let your internship supervisor know that you are very interested in employment upon graduation,” – (If this is a place where you would like to work).
“Don’t be depressed if your first job is a bust, or if it takes time to find one. There’s always something more out there, keep looking!”

“Seek out a mentor on your job. This is essential to (help) you in your professional development.” 

“Make sure you are ready to keep doing readings and papers if you are going right into graduate school.”

IX. Usefulness of Graduate Degree(s) in your current job or field
Exactly half of the survey respondents said that a graduate degree was important to their current job or field. One person said that a graduate degree was not necessary for his work. Several respondents left the question blank.
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