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Description of the Course:

The aim of this course is to introduce students to the foundations and organization of American Government.  First, we will cover the beginnings of American government through examining the Constitution and the challenges faced by the Founders. For the second part of the course, we will learn about the formal institutions in American government and the interaction between these branches.  Third, we will broaden our definition of government institutions and consider the role of less formal institutions, and finally, we will look at how the electorate responds to and fits into the American system of government.

This course requires a lot of reading and writing.  However, the class only meets for 14 days.  In a fall or spring semester, a class would meet for this many weeks.  So, you should think of each day as requiring a week’s worth of work.

Texts:

During the course, we will engage with a variety of sources.  However, you are required to purchase the two books listed below.  They will be made available at the school bookstore and can easily be found online.  Other assigned readings will be made available to you via Blackboard.
American Government: Roots and Reform (2009 or 10th edition), Karen O’Connor and Larry J. Sabato. ISBN-13: 978-0-205-65219-8 

(Referred to as the textbook on the rest of the syllabus)

A More Perfect Constitution, Larry J. Sabato. ISBN-10: 0802716830 

(Referred to as MPC in the rest of the syllabus)

Course Requirements and Grading Criteria:

1) Participation (40% total):  This is an online course, so I will not be lecturing in the traditional fashion and you will not be discussing in the usual fashion.  However, online materials will be made available to you daily, and your response will be required.  

It is important that you follow the discussion guidelines outlined below.  They are not meant to restrict your discussion but to provide clear direction for what is expected of you as a class participant and for how your participation will be graded.

· Original posts (30%):  Every morning a document will become available to you via ELMS, which will pose two discussion questions for the day’s reading.  Each day, students will be expected to reply to both of the questions with an original post. The only days that you will not be provided with discussion questions that require your response will be on exam days (January 11th and January 21st).
i. You will post these assignments using the discussion board on ELMS.  Click on my daily discussion question post, and select “thread” to respond.  The title of your post should include your first and last name. 

ii. Your written responses should make reference to the assigned reading, suggest your own thoughts and prior knowledge, and use proper grammar.  Responses to each question should be between 200 and 300 words, meaning you should be writing 400 – 600 words a day.

iii. All original posts should be completed by 10:00pm of the day the discussion questions are posted.  Late posts will be penalized.

iv. Your grade for these posts will be based on whether you meet the above requirements. Please e-mail me with questions if expectations are unclear.

· Reply posts (10%): Each student will also be required to read and follow the discussion board.  By following your fellow classmates’ original posts, we will be simulating classroom discussion. Students are required to reply to at least 5 other students’ original posts per week.

i. You should reply to a student’s original post using the ELMS discussion board. Click on the student’s original post thread and then click on “reply”.  Make sure to include your first and last name in the reply post.

ii.  Your replies should respond to the student’s post in a meaningful way.  For example, you might discuss whether you agree or disagree with the student, whether you think their post misses or makes a critical point, or you might note if the post led you to think of the topic in a different light.  You should use proper grammar and respond in 100 to 200 words.  And, you should, of course, write in a respectful tone.

iii. All 5 of your reply posts should be submitted by Friday night at 10:00pm.  Please do not wait until the last minute to write your replies.

iv. Your grade for these posts will be based on whether you meet the above requirements. Please e-mail me with questions if expectations are unclear. 

v. You may also respond to reply posts to keep the discussion going.  I will occasionally weigh in on the topic to generate discussion and/or suggest a direction for the discussion.  Additional replies will be considered when calculating your final participation grade.

In sum, each student should compose 12 original posts (answering 24 questions) and 15 reply posts (5 per week).  Additional replies are encouraged.

In many ways, the online forum can lead to more fruitful discussion than with a typical classroom setting.  You will have time to engage with the readings, materials, and student responses and then to provide thoughtful responses.  Your willingness to thoughtfully participate will contribute to the success of the online discussion.

2) Exams (30% each):  There will be two exams for the class: a midterm and a non-cumulative second exam.  All of the reading assignments are fair game for exam material.  

You will have 90 minutes to complete each exam.  I will e-mail you the exam as an attachment at a predetermined time, and you should return it to me by e-mail.  Exams that are returned late will be penalized.  You can either receive your exam at 9:00am, 2:00pm, or 7:00pm.  Please talk to me ASAP if none of these times work for you.  If you receive your exam by 9:00am, you should return it to me by e-mail no later than 10:30am.

Both exams will be open book, but I assure you that you will not have enough time to look up each answer, so the open book policy may not be that helpful.  

· Midterm exam (15%): This exam will take place on Tuesday, January 11th.  The exam will cover material addressed from the first day of class through the Judiciary.

· Final exam (15%): The second exam will occur on the last day of class (Friday, January 21st) and will cover all of the material assigned after the midterm exam. 

Administrative Items:

1) Blackboard:  You will need to access the course Blackboard page in order to participate in this course and obtain important course information and documents.  To login to your Blackboard account, you should go to the main ELMS page: http://elms.umd.edu. 

2) Missed Deadlines:  Conflicts should be minimal given the short time period of the course and the freedom provided by the online format.  However, circumstances do arise, but very few exceptions will be made for missed deadlines.  If you have a conflict (i.e. family or medical emergencies), you should e-mail me within 24 hours of the missed deadline to discuss the timely completion of the assignment.  If you miss a deadline for a non-emergency, assignments can still be completed—but they will be penalized a letter grade for every additional day.  In the case of an exam that is returned late, you will lose half a letter grade for every additional 10-minute period.

3) Academic Integrity:  As a student in this course and at the University of Maryland, you are expected to join an academic community where honesty is taken very seriously for scholarly work.  Dishonest work involves taking one’s words as your own (plagiarism), cheating, and/or assisting another student in dishonest work.  Dishonest work will cause you to fail the course and will be reported, which may result in suspension or dismissal.  You can find the Honor Pledge and additional information about it here: http://studentconduct.umd.edu/info/students/a_honorpledge.aspx
4) Students with Disabilities:  If you are registered with Disability Support Services (DDS), please let me know on the first day of class.  You will need to provide the UMD DSS accommodation form to me no late than the second day of class.  I will do my best to work with you and adapt assignments as necessary.

5) Online Classroom Etiquette:  During the online discussions, I ask that you treat each other and myself in a respectful manner.  It is likely that disagreements and different views will be presented, which is fine and even encouraged.  But, please remember to always respond with civility and disagree respectfully.  
Course Outline:

Week 1: Foundations of Government

Monday, January 3rd
Course Introduction and the Roots of American Government

Read: 
Textbook (Chapter1: 5-27)


MPC (The Preamble: 1-18)

Tuesday, January 4th
The Constitution 


Read: 
Textbook (Chapter 2: 32-61; Federalist No. 51: 711-712)



MPC (The United States Constitution and Amendments: 237-260)

Wednesday, January 5th
Federalism & State and Local Government 


Read: 
Textbook (Chapter 3: 97-119, Chapter 4: 125-150)



What the Anti-Federalists Were For by Herbert J. Storing (Chapter3)

Thursday, January 6th
Civil Liberties and Civil Rights


Read: 
Textbook (Chapter 5: 155-169, Chapter 6: 195-203)


Friday, January 7th
Congress


Read: 
Textbook (Chapter 7: 236-270)



MPC (Chapter 1: 19-75)

Week 2: Institutions of American Government

Monday, January 10th
The Presidency 


Read: 
Textbook (Chapter 8: 275-303)



MPC (Chapter 2: 76-107)

Tuesday, January 11th

The Judiciary 


Read: 
Textbook (Chapter 10: 337-361, 367-373)



MPC (Chapter 3: 108-120) 


MIDTERM EXAM

Wednesday, January 12th
The Executive Branch and the Federal Bureaucracy


Read:
Textbook (Chapter 9: 309-324)
Bureaucracy by James Q. Wilson (Chapters 1&2: 3-28) (Chapters 13, 14, 15: 235-294)

Thursday, January 13th
Political Parties


Read: 
Textbook (Chapter 12: 406-441)

“Toward a More Responsible Two-Party System: A Report of the Committee on Political Parties: Summary of Conclusions and Proposals” by the American Political Science Association’s Committee on Political Parties

Friday, January 14th
Interest Groups and the Media

Read: 
Textbook (Chapter 16: 569-592, Chapter 15: 551-563, Chapter 14: 502-507)

Week 3: Political Behavior

Monday, January 17th  

No Class Requirements: Martin Luther King Day

Tuesday, January 18th
Voting and Elections


Read:
Textbook (Chapter 13: 447-483)



MPC (Chapter 5: 154-178)

Wednesday, January 19th
The Campaign Process

Read:
Textbook (Chapter 14: 495-498, 508-527)



MPC (Chapter 4: 121-153)

Thursday, January 20th
Political Socialization and Public Opinion


Read:
Textbook (Chapter 11: 378-401)



MPC (Chapter 6: 179-197)

Friday, January 21st 

Conclusion


Read:
MPC (Chapter 7: 198-220, Conclusion: 221-232, Afterword: 233-235)

FINAL EXAM

� Instructor reserves the right to modify the syllabus as needed.





