GVPT 388I/386 – Public Policy Internship Program

Fall term 2011

Monday 6:30 – 9:15pm

Tydings Hall 2108

Instructor: Brittany H. Bramlett


Office:

Email: bbramlett@gvpt.umd.edu


Office hours: and by appointment




Course description

We will examine the public policy process in American politics through theory, case studies, experience and guest speakers. The course will provide a basic introduction to the policy process and delve deeper into the variety of players involved in policymaking and the potential hiccups along the way.

 “The Government and Politics Public Policy Internship Program enables students to work in local, state, national, regional, or global political institutions and receive college credit. Students are expected to work 8-20 hours per week over a 15-week semester and attend a weekly seminar in order to complete the program.”

You must register for the following courses to earn VPT credit for this internship:

· GVPT 388I section 0101 for 3 credits, REG grading method

· GVPT 386 for 6 credits, Pass/Fail grading method (optional, only register for this course if you wish to earn additional elective credits; this course will not count toward any GVPT major requirements)

Fieldwork

You are required to work 8 to 20 hours per week (for 15 weeks) for your public policy internship. It is up to you to figure out your work schedule with your supervisor. To make the most of your internship, you must be constantly aware of your surroundings. Pay attention to staff interactions, your office’s agenda, and current political activities. These observations will aid you in your field and course work. You may also become privy to confidential information during your internship, but it is very important that you respect that confidence. You must act with a high level of professionalism at all times.

Required texts

Kingdon, John W. (2010). Agendas, Alternatives, and Public Policies. Updated 2nd Edition. New York: Longman. ISBN #9780205000869
You will be required to read one main textbook for the course, but there will be a few additional supplemental readings. All reading is due the date it is assigned. This course is not a lecture; it is a seminar. You should complete all of the assigned reading and come prepared to contribute to the class discussion. Students will have the opportunity to learn from each other’s experiences as well as their own. 

Additional readings will be made available through the Blackboard course page (www.elms.umd.edu). Please visit the page during the first week of class to make sure you can access the course material. 
Course requirements

Participation (20%)
Attendance is required and unexcused absences will be penalized. This class only meets once a week (a total of 14 times), so it is important that you attend every week. If you miss class due to illness, you are required to bring a doctor’s note. If you miss class for any other reason, you need to discuss this with me ASAP. Missing class will require the completion of a make-up assignment.

When you attend class, I expect that you participate in discussions that I lead as well as respond to the questions and topics raised by your fellow classmates. A high participation grade also requires that you be engaged in course content for the duration of the class time. This means that phones and other potentially distracting electronic devices should be silenced and kept out of view.

Journal entries (20%)
You will keep track of your internship experience by “journaling” throughout the semester. Each week (except for the weeks where you have other written requirements) you will turn in a one-page, double-spaced (do not exceed this limit) description of your internship experience. Some of the journal entries will require specific information while others will be more open-ended. 

Discussion leader (10%)

During the semester, each student will have at least one opportunity to lead discussion for a portion of the class period. This assignment requires that the student provide a short presentation with synopsis and analysis of a reading for the week. The student will then lead the class in discussion by asking a series of relevant questions. 

Memo 1 & 2 (10% each, 20% total)

You should view each of the writing assignments (even the journal entries) as opportunities to get an early start on your final paper. The memos will be very important as you begin thinking about and writing your final paper. In the policy field, you must learn to present information clearly and concisely. The memo assignments will provide you with an opportunity to do this. For memo 1, you will discuss the background and trends specific to a certain policy area, bringing your audience up to date. Introduce the major players, or policy makers involved in the past and currently. You should provide relevant citations and also include some statistical and graphical information. The second memo should describe the actual and potential actions taken for the policy issue from memo 1. Describe all likely policy responses for the issue and provide an evaluation of the responses with your recommendations for certain actions. Consider the problems faced by the relevant policymakers and the processes involved. Each memo should be no more than two full-pages, typed, and single-spaced. In addition, provide a list of works cited for each memo.

Citations list (10%)
This assignment is designed to help you prepare for your final paper by encouraging you to get started on the research. Prepare a list of 10 to 15 sources that you will use for your final paper. You can use some of the sources you cited in your memos, but you should also provide new research. Each source should be formatted in a common citation style. After each source, provide a paragraph that discusses why the source is relevant for your final paper. What element(s) will the source add or support?
Final paper (20%)

In the final paper, you will bring everything together and provide a comprehensive discussion of your chosen policy area. You need to discuss the policy area’s background, more recent federal activity, policymakers, reasons for different people/parties supporting/opposing different sides, problems encountered, and processes. While you can make some recommendations in your final comments for the paper, be sure to present each side in an unbiased manner. I am not so much interested in your opinion as I am looking to see whether you have made every effort to gain a comprehensive understanding of the policy area. You should write 10-12 pages (no more or less) of double-spaced text and include a cover page and list your citations. See Kingdon’s epilogue as a (much longer) guide for this assignment.

All written assignments are due at the beginning of class time. Late papers will be penalized. Papers will not be accepted via e-mail. Plagiarism is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. Make sure to properly cite all of your sources.

Office hours and e-mail policy

Please take advantage of my office hours. You should feel free to drop by and talk about anything related to the course (assignments, internship, discussion) or political science and politics. Contact me to make an appointment if office hours are not convenient. Please e-mail with any concerns you have during the course. I always try and respond to students within 24 hours. 
Course plan

September 12:

Discussion of course requirements





Government protocol and office etiquette






Introduction to and definitions of policymaking 





Read:
Kingdon, Chapter 1 (p. 1-20)


September 19:

Policymakers part 1




Read:
Kingdon, Chapter 2 (p. 21-42)






Mills, Chapter 10 (p.225-241)





Due:
Journal entry 1

September 26:

Policymakers part 2





Read:
Kingdon, Chapter 3 (p. 45-67)

Walker, “The Origins and Maintenance of Interest Groups in America”




Due:
Journal entry 2

October 3:


Modeling the policy process




Read:
Kingdon, Chapter 4 (p. 71-89)

Cohen, March, & Olsen, “A Garbage Can Model of Organizational Choice”




Due: 
Journal entry 3


October 10:


Writing workshop

Read: 
Maryland School of Public Policy Draft Writing Guidelines for Students


Due: 
Memo 1

October 17:


Process stream: Problems part 1




Read:
Kingdon, Chapter 5 (p. 90-115)




Due:
Journal entry 4

October 24:


Process stream: Problems part 2


Read:
The Budget Process
readings

Downs, “Up and Down with Ecology—The ‘Issue-Attention Cycle”




Due:
Journal entry 5

October 31: 


Process stream: Primeval Soup part 1




Read:
Kingdon, Chapter 6 (p. 116-131)




Due: 
Journal entry 6

November 7: 


Process stream: Primeval Soup part 2




Read:
Kingdon, Chapter 6 (p. 131-144)

Huntington, Chapter 3 (p.31-60)




Due: 
Journal entry 7

November 14:

Process stream: Political Stream part 1




Read: 
Kingdon, Chapter 7 (p. 145-164)




Due:
Memo 2

November 21:

The Policy Window part 1




Read: 
Kingdon, Chapter 8 (p. 165-183)




Due:
Journal entry 8

November 28: 

The Policy Window part 2





Read: 
Kingdon, Chapter 8 (p. 184-195)





Walker, “Setting the Agenda in the U.S. Senate”




Due:
Journal entry 9

December 5:
 

Wrapping Things Up and Some Further Reflections

Read: 
Kingdon, Chapter 9 (p. 196-208)


Kingdon, Chapter 10 (p. 209-230)

Due: 
List of citations and descriptions

December 12: 

Policy Implementation and Health Care Reform




Read: 
Kingdon, Epilogue (p.231-247)

Wilsford, “Path Dependency, or Why History Makes It Difficult but Not Impossible to Reform Health Care Systems in a Big Way”

Seib, “In Crisis, Opportunity for Obama”




Due: 
Journal entry 10

December 19: 
Due: Final paper 

� http://www.bsos.umd.edu/GVPT/undergraduate/internships/
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