Independent Variables

Events in each of the four data sets were coded according to issue or grievance at the center of the event.  Over 30 issues were identified and coded.  However, we were able to collapse these 30 issues into six broad categories. Events involving issues such as treaty rights, trust funds, termination, aid, governmental fraud, and federal recognition were collapsed into the broader category of “trust relationship with the government.”  Issues of natural resources such as timber, water, and fishing and hunting rights were collapsed into the more general category of “resources.”  Issues of taxes, citizenship, law enforcement and self-government were collapsed into the general category of “self-government.”  The category of “civil rights and racism” includes basic civil rights, discrimination, religious liberty, and destruction and exploitation of sacred objects and burial grounds.  Resettlement, border disputes, homesteading and allotments were all included in the category “land.”  Last, gaming was set aside as a category of its own.  

An overarching political opportunity structure variable (POS) is coded dichotomously with the second and fourth periods coded as more open and the first and third as more closed, as above.

	Variable Name
	Description

	month
	month of events

	year
	year of events

	trust
	trust issues/grievances

	resource
	resource issues/grievances

	selfgov
	self-government issues/grievances

	civil
	civil rights issues/grievances

	gaming
	gaming issues/grievances

	land
	land issues/grievances

	claims
	U.S. Court of Claims Hearing

	congress
	 Congressional Hearing

	non
	noncontentious protest event reported in New York Times

	content
	contentious protest event reported in New York Times

	POS1
	Political opportunity

	institu
	institutional events.  This variable is a count of all Congressional Hearings and Court of Claims Hearings.

	noninst
	 noninstitutional events.  This variable is a count of all protest events reported in the New York Times.

	combat
	combative events.  This variable is a count of all Court of Claims Hearings and all contentious protest events reported in the New York Times.

	noncombat
	non-combative events.  This variable is a count of all Congressional Hearings and all noncontentious protest events reported in the New York Times.


