994 Rwanda Killings ‘Not

renocide,” Claims US Study
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searchets are
re conventional view that
1¢ 1994 massacre of some
00,000 Rwandans was 4
genocide,” drawing an
v responst from the
twanda go ent
was accused them of insult-
gurvivors.

An aide to Rwandan Pres-
dent Paul Kagame said the
xesearch was a “malicious”
amnmnu}dhnut&mtnnh
rast days ahead of memorials
on Wednesday to mark the
10th anniversary of the start
of the killings.

The research also ques-
tioned the commonly held
view that the majority of vie-
tims were from Rwanda’s
ethnic Tutsi minotity, rathey
than the Hutu majogty, in
another challénge to & gov-
epunundohﬁnﬂmdbyThb
sis.
“People simply have the

basic facts wrong, and

worse, many don’t even
interested in assern-
bling the necessary informa-
tion,” said Christiap Daven-
port, 2 political science
. professor from the Univer-
sity of Matyland, who car-

. with soldiers and
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red out the study.
“We considet this more
of a totalimarian purge, a
politicide, rathex than ethnic
cleansing or genocide,” Mr
Davenport taid in a state-
meat. o
According to the conven-
donal view, extremists
the Hutu majotity iSe
a ide in an attempt %
exterminate Tutsis, who
they perceived as challeng-
ing their long-standing dom
ination of the mﬁvemment.‘ 5
Baods of militia coupled -~

ragies hunted downand -
kilied Tutsis and Hutm mod-

erates in 100 days of slaugh-"" T
: of comprebensiveness,”
< Davenport said,

ter that began on Apiil 6,
1994, when 2 plane carrying
the Rwandan president was
shot down,

_ The genocide is widely
contidered to have ended
when Tutsi rebels led by

© Kagame ousted the govern-

ment and seized control of
the capital, Kigali, in Joly
agrees that the

violence, with both Hutus
and Tutsis playing the fole
of victims and aggressors.
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“Ont tesearch strongly
suggests that a majority of
the victims weee Hutus —
there weten't enough Tutsis
in Reanda at the time to
account for all the reporced
deaths,” szid Davenpott,
who worked with an associ-
ate, Allan Stam, from Dart-
mouth College.

“Either the scale of the
killing was much ex
than is widely believed, of
more likely, 2 huge number
of Hutus were caught up ia
the violence as inadvertent
victims. The evidence sug>
gests the killers didn’t try to
figure out who everybody
was. They erred on the side
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> Many researchers and the

;;g‘.vemmcnt maingain that
Faost of the victims were
Tutsis, while e, him-
9616 2 Tutsi, has based much
oEbis legiimacy on his
itdeading the Rwandan
Fiitriotic Front tebels who
efided the genocide.

#1¢s an insult tosurvivors -
and to Rwandans in gener- 3
ol said Alfred Ndzhiro, an |
adviser to e. “I think :
we should treat it with con-
temipt. I¥s incredible that
suchdnnﬁs ings can come up at :
this ime,” he i

told jo
last Snmrday-

1,6168828PSE :

D
d
J
(Y
(2]
N
8
s
g &
-t

34
75
]
]
[y

‘.
i b




