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Education
Ph.D., Government and Politics
University of Maryland, College Park, Expected date of completion: 2010

B.A. with Honors, Political Science, 
Mercyhurst College, May 2004

Research in Progress
Currently working on further developing my dissertation topic and research design under the 
guidance of Frances Lee.  In general, the topic deals with institutional factors that mute 
partisanship during the legislative process.  

“The Effect of the State Economy and State Tax Initiatives on Gubernatorial Voting: An 
Examination of Gubernatorial Elections from 1990–2006” (Working paper w/ Stephen Yoder)

“I'm your Puppet: The Changing Role of the House Rules Committee” (Working paper w/ James 
M. Curry)

Professional Presentations
“The Effect of the State Economy and State Tax Initiatives on Gubernatorial Voting: An 
Examination of Gubernatorial Elections from 1982-2006” with Stephen Yoder.  Paper presented 
at the American Politics Workshop at the University of Maryland, College Park, March 28, 2008. 

Teaching Experience 
Teaching Assistant:

Legislatures and Legislation for Frances Lee, Spring 2008
The Presidency and the Executive Branch for Irwin Morris, Fall 2007
American Government and Politics for Bruce Bimber, Winter 2006, University of 
California, Santa Barbara
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Awards and Fellowships
Government and Politics Departmental Fellowship, University of Maryland, College Park, 
2006-2007 

Political Science Departmental Fellowship, University of California, Santa Barbara, 2005-2006

Professional Service
Manuscript reviewer for American Politics Research

Departmental Service
Member of the Graduate Admissions Committee, 2007-2008

Member of the GVPT Awards Committee, 2008-2009

Graduate Seminars

American Politics
Political Socialization (with Jennings at UCSB)
American Governmental Institutions (with Weatherford at UCSB)
GVPT 770: Seminar in American Political Institutions
GVPT 771: Seminar in American Political Behavior
GVPT 868: Problems and State and Local Government: State and Local Politics 
GVPT 872: Judicial Procedure and Behavior
GVPT 873: Legislatures and Legislation
GVPT 877: The Politics of the Presidency

Methodology
GVPT 629: Seminar in Research Design
GVPT 622: Quantitative Methods in Political Science
GVPT 722: Advanced Quantitative Methods in Political Science
GVPT 729A: Advanced Maximum Likelihood Estimation
MATH220: Elementary Calculus I

Other Course Work
GVPT 700: Scope and Methods in Political Science
GVPT 599: Teaching Political Science
GVPT 741: Ancient Political Philosophy
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