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Constitutional hypotheses:

H1: Determinacy:

H2: Political breadth: (nth parties)

All implementation roles must be 
describable as principal-agent 
relationships

There is no direct delegation between 1st

and 2nd parties



Informational hypotheses:

H3: Sequential complexity:

H4: Parallel complexity:

A policy’s longest delegation chain is no 
greater than those of alternative policies

A policy has no more cases of multiple 
principals than alternative policies
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Caveat: the chain-of-custody



Informational hypotheses:

“Hybridized” implementation – where 
states retain policymaking authority, but may 
delegate (some) implementation authority to 
private-sector actors

“Structural distance” will likely limit the 
functionality of market-driven systems which 
rely on chain-of-custody instruments

All (implementation) is local?


