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GVPT MOURNS ANOTHER 
Professor MAVIS MANN REEVES 

 
We just received sad news that Mavis Reeves died Saturday, January 20, 2007.   
 
Mavis Reeves came to the department of Government and Politics as a lecturer in the late 1960's where she 
remained until her retirement in 1991 as a full professor.  Mavis earned her Ph.D. at the University of North 
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Carolina in 1947, later served as an APSA Congressional Fellow, and held other academic positions before she 
was hired at Maryland.  She moved back to Chapel Hill with her husband, Ben not long after her retirement.  In 
1992, she was voted to the rank of Professor Emeritus here at the University of Maryland. 
 
 Mavis was a hard working and dedicated scholar devoted to the tasks of sensitive mentoring and value-
oriented teaching. She was a wonderful representative of an earlier generation of "good government" public 
administration scholars intent upon fostering public service through education.   
 
 She chaired numerous doctoral committees and served on an unusually large number of dissertation 
committees -- a reflection of graduate students' esteem for her guidance and careful attention to both large 
issues in scholarship and details of argumentation and presentation.  Mavis took over the graduate intern 
program in the 1980's, fusing high academic standards, practical experiences, and civic ideals.  To her students, 
she represented a commitment to the positive values linked to conscientious government service. 
 
 She wrote and co-edited a number of very positively reviewed books and many articles, mostly on 
federalism, intergovernmental relations and local government. Both the first and second editions of her book, 
Pragmatic Federalism, (co-authored with Parris Glendening), received very positive reviews in major journals 
as well as a wide readership for over a decade. Her articles, both singly authored and co-authored with 
colleagues were published in such journals as the Social Science Quarterly, Public Administration Review, 
National Civic Review, and, perhaps more frequently than in any other place, Publius.  Mavis was affiliated 
with the U.S. Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relations for several years and was a very effective 
advocate for taking intergovernmental relations in the U.S. seriously, both in the academy and in policy 
practice. 
 
 She was an early and one of the most active and articulate faculty members on the issue of gender 
equity.  With her persistent and public challenges to sexism on campus, she was instrumental in moving the 
University toward equity for women on campus in matters of salary, promotion and tenure. At the same time, 
Mavis exhibited charm and southern gentility and a graciousness that was appreciated and enjoyable. She is 
missed as a warm, caring and loyal associate. 
 
While at the University of Maryland, Department of Government and Politics, Professor Reeves chaired Ph.D. 
committees for Alumni Patrick Chase 1980, Brian Gardner 1981, Gary Halter 1970, Elizabeth Ann Lyons 
Rexford 1994, Greta Waldinger Salem 1974, Nicholas Wilson 1975.   
 
 Mavis will be remembered and valued by those who knew her well for more than her fine scholarship 
and mentoring and dedication to colleagues and the institutions within which she worked. From every 
perspective, she was a fine and memorable colleague who made important contributions to her students, the 
department and campus, and scholarship.  Contributed by Ronald Terchek with very helpful contributions from 
Martin Heisler, Richard Claude and Don Piper, professors emeriti. 
 

 
***Notes from faculty and GVPT alumni***  

 
I recall she was from West Virginia and she had a certain southern charm and grace that made her a very 
likeable person.  Don Piper (faculty emeritus) 
 
Dr. Reeves was my professor for several courses in the 70's and 80's.  She was far ahead of her time on 
environmental issues. She served on my dissertation committee (1981) along with her co-author of many 
articles and several books, our former governor, Dr. Glendening. They had written and published, as I recall 
(and hope my memory is accurate), the best selling textbook on federalism in the US circa 1980. They had 
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published several scholarly articles as well on a variety of related subjects.  I best remember Dr. Reeves for her 
enthusiasm, warmth and concern for students. She was a wonderful and dedicated person. She was an excellent 
teacher. One more thing really stands out about her---she was a stickler for grammar and written expression.  In 
every class I had, she lamented a decline in writing standards. Years after I received my terminal degree, an 
article I wrote received an international award. The award was well publicized and a few weeks later I got a 
note from Dr. Reeves (surprising me as I had not seen her for more than 5 years). The note read: "I didn't think 
anyone could write anything anymore." She was a wonderful asset to a department rich in intellectual 
capability. Although I have neither seen nor been in contact with her since 1981 I think of her often and know 
that she enriched my life academically, personally, and professionally.   Michael Frank (GVPT Alumni) Vice 
Provost and Dean, University of Maryland, University College – Graduate School of Management & 
Technology. 
 
Mavis Reeves was a hard working and dedicated scholar devoted to the tasks of sensitive mentoring and value-
oriented teaching.  She was a wonderful representative of an earlier generation of "good government" public 
administration scholar’s intent upon fostering education for civic advancement.  Some viewed what she stood 
for in teaching and scholarship as reflecting a somewhat quaint set of bedrock "good government" values 
oriented to community service.   Considered "old fashioned" or "conservative" by some political scientists who 
found easier access to publishing sources,  to many of her best students,  she represented a commitment to the 
positive values linked to conscientious government service.  From my unabashedly liberal perspective, she also 
commanded my respect and encouragement for challenging discrimination and sexism in academe.  From every 
perspective, she was a gracious, fine and memorable colleague.  Richard Pierre Claude, Professor Emeritus, 
Founding Editor, Human Rights Quarterly, Johns Hopkins University Press. 
 
Mavis indicated in no uncertain terms that her name was Mavis Mann Reeves. Mann was her family name, of 
which she was very proud. I know. I once referred to her as Mavis M. Reeves in a paper we wrote. She 
corrected me. I never made the mistake again. Mavis indicated that she originally wanted to be a lawyer, 
following in her father’s footsteps. But in those day’s (1940s) women were not encouraged to go into the Law. 
Education was a more suitable career option. Her choice of education was academia’s good fortune. I also 
believe she was the first women to get a Political Science Ph.D. at UNC. She was truly a path-breaker for 
women that followed in pursuing academic careers. 
 
Mavis was a tenured professor before coming to the UMD. If I remember correctly, she had tenure at a 
university before she accepted a lectureship at UMD and started her climb up the academic ranks for a second 
time. She endured and over-came much during her long and distinguished career. 
 
Her work focused on American Politics, particularly federalism and state government. I remember quite clearly 
her correcting me when I referred to the government in D.C. as the Federal Government. She said correctly, that 
it was the National government. The entire system was the Federal government. She was precise in her use of 
language and especially in her writing. As a co-author on four journal articles I learned much from Mavis. 
 
Her approach to teaching and researching political science reflected two reoccurring themes. The learning of 
politics was as much in the “doing” as it was in “book-learning.” Internships and practical experience were 
indispensable to understanding politics. Political theories, she felt, needed to be tested in the field or they 
remained untested theories. At heart, she was a reformer. Mavis wanted government to be more effective and 
efficient.  Much of her research examined the functioning of American Government to reorganize and reform its 
operations based upon sound analysis. Related to this interest in understanding American government was her 
commitment to the providing her talents and research to enhance the public service, as reflected in her work for 
the Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relations.  Mavis was not only a valued colleague, but a 
mentor.  She was a class act. (Vince Marando, Professor Emeritus) 
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
 

 
Our recruitment efforts this year have resulted in 2 new hires so far.  Contracts have been signed by the 
Comparative hire Johanna Birnir and the American-Methods hire Michael Hanmer.  Welcome to GVPT Hanna 
and Mike and we look forward to working with the two of you in the Fall semester.  As for the IR-Methods 
positions; offers are out and no commitments have been made at this point.   
On a sad note, Randy Roberson has accepted a position with the BSOS Development Office as Associate 
Director and will be leaving the department within the next couple of weeks.  Randy has proven himself to be a 
great team player and an extremely efficient administrator.  He will be missed.  Although excited about his new 
position, Randy has stressed what a difficult decision this was for him.  He has always wanted to move into 
development, but he has really enjoyed being part of our department. 
 
The process has already begun to replace Randy.  The Committee members are Wayne McIntosh as Chair, 
Cissy Abu Rumman, Emily Hartz (ECON), Irwin Morris, Diane Penny (ORAA), and Randy Roberson. We 
expect that the transition will go smoothly.  Please bear with us while we find and train a replacement.   
 
Mark I. Lichbach 
Professor and Chair 
 

 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES 
 
I hope that everyone had a most enjoyable holiday and winter break and wish you all the best for the Spring 
semester.  The Department’s Undergraduate Program continues to be one of the largest, most diverse, and most 
successful undergraduate academic programs on campus. We currently have approximately 1000 students 
actively enrolled in the major, with around 15% from the University Honors Program.  The Department’s 
Undergraduate Program offers a range of opportunities for scholarships, study abroad, and related academic 
activities. Some important upcoming deadlines are noted below. 
 
Spring 2007 Registration 
  
As in the past, GVPT is strictly following the waitlist in all of its courses.  Faculty may not oversubscribe 
students to courses.  Students with registration issues should see Karmin Cortes or Apitchaya Pimpawathin for 
GVPT advising.  This semester is the first where all of our 400 level GVPT courses have been restricted to 
GVPT majors only.  We hope that this system allows us to deliever more seats to our majors while still 
fulfilling our campus responsibility to serve other students. 
  
In addition, we are asking faculty not to waive prerequisites lightly.  Prerequisites have been established on 
courses for several reasons including to help manage our seat problem and prepare students for more rigourous 
coursework.  Next semester, students will be dropped from courses if they do not have the required prerequisite. 
  
Scholarship Announcements 
  
This year, the department is planning to award $16,500 in undergraduate scholarships.  We would like these 
merit and need based scholarships to go to the very best students.  Please encourage all undergraduate students 
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to take a look at the GVPT Scholarship page http://www.bsos.umd.edu/gvpt/undergraduate/scholarships/ to find 
out eligibility and application requirements.  All applications are due March 9, 2007.  Faculty: all scholarship 
applications require recommendation letters.  Please aid student in getting these letters, as part of 
complete application process, to them before the deadline.  Late or incomplete applications will not be 
accepted. 
  
Study Abroad Announcements 
  
As always, the department will be sending 12-20 students to our summer study abroad program at Oxford 
University in British Law and Politics.  This highly selective program is designed to give honors or honors level 
students a unique perspective on British and European politics in a condensed 3-week course.  Students must 
apply to the program no later than March 1 but for scholarship consideration, applications must be received by 
February 15.  Please encourage students to apply! 
  
Current sophmore GVPT students are also being encouraged to apply to the year long exchange at Kent 
University in Cantebury England.  Tuition in this program is free to students who are selected.  Students take 
mostly GVPT coursework while abroad and are able to get a rich experience while spending a full year in 
England.  This is a highly competitive program, so please encourage academically talented students to apply no 
later than March 1, 2006. 
  
GVPT Honors 
 
Congratulations to our undergraduate students who successfully complete their honors thesis in the Fall 2006 
semester: 
 
Molly Quell with Honors: Politicizing Education 
Advisor - Dr. Eric Uslaner 
 
Sarah Wetherald with Honors: Economic Causes of War 
Advisor - Dr. Stephen Elkin 
 
If you would like information on the GVPT Honors, you can contact our GVPT Honors Assistant Ms. Theresa 
Burke at theresab@umd.edu. 
 
Mock Trial Team Dominates Arizona Tournament 
 
The University Mock Trial Team started the year off with a bang, placing teams 1st and 5th at the Desert 
Classic Invitational Tournament in Tucson, Arizona last weekend.  The Terps were the only school at the 
tournament with two teams in the top-5.  While the two teams each brought home a trophy, Junior GVPT Major 
Ayo Otukoya received three individual awards.  Otukoya won an outstanding attorney award, an outstanding 
witness award, and the "Emmy" award for the best overall performance over the course of the tournament. 
In a field of 20, including the University of Chicago, Arizona, Arizona State, and perennial Mock Trial Power 
Houses Bellarmine, Air Force, and Eastern Kentucky, the Terps dominated. 
 
In order to prepare for the invitational tournament, the students sacrificed most of their winter vacation and 
came back to campus well before their break was over.  The Mock Trial Team now turns its attention to the 
National Qualifying Tournament scheduled for February 16-18 in Easton, Pennsylvania, where they will 
attempt to qualify for a 16th consecutive National Championship Tournament.  The team is clicking on all 
cylinders, and has its sights set on winning a record 5th National Championship. 
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Wayne McIntosh 
GVPT Undergraduate Director 
 

 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
 
Faculty Funding for Graduate Students 
 
Faculty members that expect to be able to fund students during the 2007-2008 academic year should notify me 
in the near future (if you have not done so already).  Please indicate how many students you expect to fund and 
whether or not the funding (in each case) will be for one or two semesters.  If you have submitted (or plan to 
submit a proposal) that might allow you to fund one or more graduate students, please let me know that too.  
We will need this information to estimate the resources available for new student funding.  If you have already 
provided this information, thanks. 
 
GVPT Financial Aid 
 
The GVPT financial aid application forms for graduate students will be available on February 1st.  The deadline 
for submitting completed financial aid applications for the 2007-2008 academic year is February 14th. 
 
Graduate Admissions 
 
We will soon be in the middle of recruitment season.  We expect to receive in excess of 250 applications, and 
we are sure to have many highly qualified applicants.  A large number of these students will make campus 
visits.  Please be generous with your time when they request to meet you.  Faculty should also feel free to 
examine the applicant files and to provide recommendations to one or more members of the Admissions 
committee.  Do remember, however, that the files must be reviewed in the main office. 
 
Hope you had a great break! 
 
Irwin Morris 
GVPT Graduate Director 
 

 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE PLACEMENT DIRECTOR 
 
We have started off the new year well, with three people accepting offers and ending their job search: Stephen 
Simon will be starting at the University of Richmond next fall; Elizabeth Freund will head off to Albright 
College; and Chris Whitt will be going to Augustana College. Congratulations to all of them!! In addition, some 
of our graduate students have interviews coming up: Ken Cousins at Cal Poly-San Luis Obispo; Marcus 
Schaper just interviewed at the University of Freiburg and has heard that U South Carolina will be inviting him 
to interview; and Adam Hoffman will be heading up to Gettysburg College. We wish all of them the best of 
luck. 
 
Virginia Haufler 
Placement Director  
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MESSAGE FROM THE GVPT GRADUATE STUDENT ASSOCIATION 
 
WELCOME BACK!  We hope you had a great (and relaxing) winter break.  To all first-years: 
Congratulations, you have made it through your first semester of grad school…and survived.  This semester the 
GSA is working hard to put together a fun-filled schedule of events.  We will continue with our regular happy 
hours (see below schedule), but are also adding trips to a performance at the Kennedy Center and the National 
Zoo for some cultural outreach and a UMD basketball game or two.  Also, we will be hosting monthly coffee 
hours so we can sit, relax and talk politics! 
 
Additionally, we are hoping to have three technology sessions this term including: Endnote-Part 2; “How to 
design your own website and what information should be included;” and Geographic Information System (for 
more information check out the www.lib.umd.edu/guides/gis.html).   
 
And of course, we will have our monthly GSA general meetings with pizza and drinks.  Please bring any ideas, 
suggestions, or comments to these meetings that can help us and the department better serve you as graduate 
students.  A suggestion this past fall was to have a survey determining how your mentor best assists you during 
your graduate career, which we will implement at our first regular meeting.   
 
Finally, make room to attend a dissertation presentation or job talk this semester whether in your field or not.  
These events are extremely helpful in seeing what is expected of you as a student, and it is always nice to 
support your fellow graduate colleagues.  So be on the lookout for emails from Ann Marie announcing these 
events. 
 
 

Tentative Happy Hour Schedule 
Fridays at 5:00 pm (Location TBA) 

February 9th 
March 2nd, 30th 

April 20th 
May 11th 

 
Once again welcome back and good luck this semester. 
 

Your GSA Co-Chairs, 
Elizabeth Bentley-Smith (ebentley@gvpt.umd.edu) 

Michael McDonald (mmcdonald@gvpt.umd.edu 
 

 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF OUR PAST PH.DÕs 
 
“A Supportive and Intellectually Adventurous Environment” 
By:  Jonathan Olsen, a 1997 GVPT Ph.D. Graduate 
  

I came to the GVPT program in 1991 with a firm goal of receiving a Ph.D. but only a vague idea of the 
ultimate topic of, and approach to, my dissertation.  In retrospect, however, I think that this combination of 
resolve (lack of other options?) and openness served me well.   
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 Actually, I did have one conviction concerning a dissertation:  I wanted to find some way to synthesize 
my interests in political theory (my undergraduate degree was in Philosophy), Germany (I had spent the years 
1988-1990 studying there), and environmental politics (I had studied the Greens while in Germany).  Of course, 
not having an undergraduate degree in Political Science (nor, truth to tell, having had more than a handful of 
PoliSci courses) I had to get up to speed on the methodology and “classic literature” in the discipline.  
Thankfully, however, there were a number of professors in GVPT who, while helping me fill in some of the 
gaps in my knowledge of the field, were not bound by disciplinary conventions and actively encouraged wide 
intellectual exploration.  This allowed me to bring together my interests in a dissertation in what I feel was a 
very interesting and unusual fashion.  In particular, I will always be grateful to Fred Alford, with his incredible 
creativity and insight, and Vladimir Tismaneanu, with his unmatched ability to see connections between 
phenomena, for the opportunity to learn from them.  Moreover, all of the professors I took classes from, 
including Ken Conca, Jim Glass, Ron Tercheck, Steve Elkin, Ted Gurr, and Martin Heisler, were always 
tremendously supportive and encouraging.  Without that encouragement and support (as well as that from my 
friends/fellow grad students) it would have been difficult to feel that I was on the right path, and thus difficult to 
finish the degree. 
 
 Finish I did, though.  I was fortunate to be able to publish my dissertation as a book (Nature and 
Nationalism) and to find a position at a state university shortly after graduation.  And although it was a bit of a 
shock to go from Maryland (a large, residential university) to the University of Wisconsin-Parkside (a small, 
regional school), my position – and a collegial department - has afforded me not only the opportunity to 
continue to write and publish (my second book, on the German “Left Party”, will be out this Spring; I’m writing 
my third book now on anti-establishment “outsider” parties in Europe) but also the opportunity to teach pretty 
much the courses that I want in whatever way I want to do this.  Almost ten years after finishing my degree, it is 
probably this ability to continue wide and diverse intellectual exploration in both my research and in the 
classroom that keeps me excited about my job. 

 

 
FIELD UPDATES - WORKSHOPS and SEMINARS 
 
AMERICAN POLITICS FIELD - WORKSHOPS and SEMINARS 
 
The American Politics Workshop is a bi-monthly research colloquium for faculty and graduate students.  The 
workshop constitutes an ongoing research community where participants present and discuss papers in an 
informal, supportive environment.  Papers are made available via the workshop website in advance of our 
meetings, and participants are expected to have read them. Discussion leaders are assigned on a rotating basis, 
matching papers with discussants who share complementary research interests. Many of the papers presented in 
recent years have gone on to publication in top tier political science journals.   
 
The workshop is especially beneficial for our graduate students. It provides an excellent opportunity to interact 
with the American Politics faculty outside of the classroom and, for advanced graduate students actively 
engaged in scholarly research, the workshop can also be an invaluable source of professional advice.  The 
American Politics faculty strongly encourages all of our graduate students to regularly participate in the 
workshop.  
The Spring 2007 American Politics Workshop gets underway this Friday, January 26th. We meet from 10:30 to 
12:00 in Tydings 1111.   The AP Workshop website is: http://www.bsos.umd.edu/gvpt/apworkshop.  While the 
workshop focuses on issues in American politics, all faculty and graduate students are welcome to attend. 
 
Friday, January 26 
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We meet to discuss a paper by Geoffrey Layman, John Michael McTague, Shanna Pearson-Merkowitz, and 
Michael Spivey entitled, “Which Values Divide? The Impact of Competing Parenting Visions, Culture War 
Orientations, and other Core Values on American Political Behavior.”   
 
The paper is available for download on the Workshop's webpage at 
http://www.bsos.umd.edu/gvpt/apworkshop/schedule.htm .   
Karen Kaufmann and Matt Burger have kindly agreed to serve as discussants on the paper 
 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS FIELD - WORKSHOPS and SEMINARS 

The international relations workshop brings together faculty and graduate students with an interest in 
international relations. We invite faculty and graduate students to discuss their latest research; present papers in 
progress, with a formal discussant; present information for professional development; and invite guest speakers. 
Students are strongly encouraged to attend and we would also like to see some students present their own work 
in the workshop.  Students could present dissertation work or a conference. We meet approximately once per 
month on Monday at 11am. Students interested in presenting their work should contact Virginia Haufler at 
vhaufler@gvpt.umd.edu or call at 301-405-4122. 
 
IR WORKSHOPS  
 
Monday, February 19th, 11-12:15, TYD 1136 

June Samuel will be presenting “The Anti-Abortion NGO Network at the UN: From Cairo to the Present.” 
 
Monday, March 12th, 11-12:15, TYD 1136 
Jonathan Brown "The Negotiation and Design of Strategic Access Agreements" 
 
Monday, April 23rd, 11-12:15, TYD 1136 
Pelin Eralp "Military Interventions in Civil Wars: Why do Foreign Powers Intervene in Civil Wars?" 
 
Monday, May 3rd, 11-12:15, TYD 1136 
Alexander Wendt, Ohio State University (tentative) 
 
Monday, May 7th, 11-12:15, TYD 1136 
Tony Marcum/ Jonathan Brown "Models, Methods, and Relevance for Theories of Foreign Policy" 
 
 
COMPARATIVE POLITICS FIELD – WORKSHOPS and SEMINARS 
 
Throughout the course of the semester we will hold periodic gatherings for the comparative field, including 
social events, speakers, and special topic seminars (e.g. how to do research in the field, how to get grants to go 
overseas).   
 
DC AREA WORKSHOP ON CONTENTIOUS POLITICS 
 
The DCAWP is dedicated to the rigorous study of contentious political phenomena including, but not limited to 
state repression/human rights violation, protest, civil war, genocide/politicide, everyday resistance as well as 
interstate conflict.   
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This workshop is meant to help authors refine and revise their work for publication.  As such, we do not 
present/discuss work that is already published, but work in any other phase of completion is welcomed, 
including work that is just getting underway.  We encourage both graduate students with papers and dissertation 
chapters to present their work.   We also encourage faculty members at institutions throughout the DC metro 
area to submit their work for consideration in future meetings.   
 
The DCAWCP format is as follows: the paper is submitted to the group roughly one week prior to the 
discussion (or earlier if possible); everyone reads the paper and comes prepared to discuss; two discussants lead 
off the discussion with their comments on the work after which the author is allowed to respond; finally, the 
floor is opened to the audience for discussion.   
  
The plan is to meet every other Wednesday of the semester in 0139 CIDCM Conference Room from 11-12:15.  
If interested in presenting or serving as a discussant/reviewer, then please provide a title and a date preference.   
 
February, 7 
February, 21 
 
To find out more about DCAWCP please explore our website  
http://www.bsos.umd.edu/gvpt/davenport/dcawcp where you will find a schedule, past papers discussed at the 
workshop and directions to the campus.     
 
The DCAWCP organizing committee: Christian Davenport, Jack Goldstone, Paul Huth, Mark Lichbach, Jillian 
Schwedler.  This year Paul Huth, Professor in the Department of Government and Politics at the University of 
Maryland and Research Director for the Center for International Development and Conflict Management 
(CIDCM) will organize the workshops.  Please email Professor Huth at phuth@gvpt.umd.edu. 
 
FORMAL POLITICAL THEORY FIELD -  WORKSHOPS and SEMINARS 
 
Please watch for future emails and newsletters for more panels as we schedule them.  All graduate students and 
faculty are most welcome, especially those with some interest in wars and/or game theory. A lot of really clever 
work has been done recently in this area. So even if you don't care at all about wars, and couldn't care less about 
game theory, you should come just to find out what is going on. 
 
 
POLITICAL THEORY FIELD – WORKSHOPS and SEMINARS 
 
February 2 
 
The first political theory reading group of the semester will be held Friday the 2nd of February at the College 
Perk coffeeshop at 4pm. Along with discussing the attached piece, we will talk about the best times/days to hold 
the reading group this semester and other upcoming events. There are rumors of muffins.  
 
We will be discussing a short piece by Martha Nussbaum entitled "Patriotism and Cosmopolitanism", and the 
anchor piece of an essay collection called For Love of Country? which is worth checking out.  
 
All are welcome.  
 
February 22 
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The political theorists are sponsoring a talk by Patrick J. Deneen on February 22 at noon in 1101 Morrill Hall.  
The talk is titled “The End of Modernity?  Peak Oil and Political Theory.”  Light refreshments will be served.   
 
Professor Deneen is Associate Professor of Government and holds the Markos and Eleni Tsakopoulos-
Kounalakis Chair in Hellenic Studies. His interests include ancient political thought, American political 
thought, democratic theory, religion and politics, and literature and politics. He is the author of *The Odyssey 
of Political Theory* (2000) and *Democratic Faith* (2005).  He has also published a number of articles and 
reviews in such journals as Political Theory, Social Research, Polity, Polis, Society, The Hedgehog Review, and 
Commonweal. He is currently working on a book examining the concept of the division of labor in Western 
political thought. 
 
March 
 
Looking forward, the political theorists are sponsoring talks by Professor Steven Schneck of Catholic 
University in March, and Professor Cindy Burack of the Women’s Studies Center at Ohio State University in 
April.  Professor Burack received her Ph.D. from this Department.   
 
April 24 
 
Professor Nancy Hirschman will be speaking at a colloquium sponsored by the graduate students on April 24th.   
  
Anyone interested in participating or for more information please contact Alison Staudinger at 
astaudinger@gvpt.umd.edu 
 
POLITICAL ECONOMY FIELD – WORKSHOPS and SEMIARS 
 
 
 
DC AREA WORKSHOP ON CONTENTIOUS POLITICS 
 
The DCAWP is dedicated to the rigorous study of contentious political phenomena including, but not limited to 
state repression/human rights violation, protest, civil war, genocide/politicide, everyday resistance as well as 
interstate conflict.   
 
This workshop is meant to help authors refine and revise their work for publication.  As such, we do not 
present/discuss work that is already published, but work in any other phase of completion is welcomed, 
including work that is just getting underway.  We encourage both graduate students with papers and dissertation 
chapters to present their work.   We also encourage faculty members at institutions throughout the DC metro 
area to submit their work for consideration in future meetings.   
 
In the Fall 06 semester, the group will meet every other Wednesday from 11AM-12:30PM at the University of 
Maryland in Tydings 0139 (CIDCM conference room) on the following dates:     
 

The schedule of meetings is as follows: 
 
Winter/Spring Semester 
February 7, 21 
March 7, (no meeting on the 21st due to Spring Break) 
April 4, 18 
May 2, 16 
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The DCAWCP format is as follows: the paper is submitted to the group roughly one week prior to the 
discussion (or earlier if possible); everyone reads the paper and comes prepared to discuss; two discussants lead 
off the discussion with their comments on the work after which the author is allowed to respond; finally, the 
floor is opened to the audience for discussion.   
  
If interested in presenting or serving as a discussant/reviewer, then please provide a title and a date preference. 
 
To find out more about DCAWCP please explore our website  
http://www.bsos.umd.edu/gvpt/davenport/dcawcp where you will find a schedule, past papers discussed at the 
workshop and directions to the campus.     
 
The DCAWCP organizing committee: Christian Davenport, Jack Goldstone, Paul Huth, Mark Lichbach, Jillian 
Schwedler.  This year Paul Huth, Professor in the Department of Government and Politics at the University of 
Maryland and Research Director for the Center for International Development and Conflict Management 
(CIDCM) will organize the workshops.  Please email Professor Huth at phuth@gvpt.umd.edu. 
 
CIDCM CONTENTIOUS POLITICS SEMINAR SERIES 
 
The Contentious Politics Seminar will continue its Speaker Series.  Please consult our website for 
announcements and dates.  http://www.cidcm.umd.edu/  
 
COMMITTEE ON POLITICS, PHILOSOPHY AND PUBLIC POLICY (CP4) WORKSHOPS 
 
The Committee on Politics, Philosophy, and Public Policy (known informally as CP4) is an interdisciplinary 
graduate specialization sponsored by the Department of Government and Politics, the Department of 
Philosophy, the Institute for Philosophy and Public Policy, and the Maryland School of Public Policy. The CP4 
monthly workshop is an excellent opportunity to interact with faculty and graduate students across disciplinary 
lines. 
 
Workshops take place one Friday a month, 2:00-3:30 p.m. in Tydings 1136. The paper should be read in 
advance; speakers will talk only briefly before discussion begins. Please see 
http://www.publicpolicy.umd.edu/prospective/specialization/cp4workshop.html  for a copy of the paper. To be 
added to our e-mail list, or if you have questions, please contact Mark Jacobs at mxjacobs@umd.edu .  
 
Date 
 
 

 
CENTER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Center for American Politics and Citizenship 
(CAPC) 

. 
 

CAPC has received a $90,000 grant from the Trellis Fund to assess the potential public policy effects of the 
retrocession of portions of the District of Columbia to Maryland. Irwin Morris is the PI. Paul Herrnson is the 
co-PI. 
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Center for International Development and Conflict Management (CIDCM) 
 
THE CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND CONFLICT MANAGEMENT and THE LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES CENTER 

 
PRESENT: 

“Experimenting with Conflict Resolution in a Polarized Venezuela” 
 

By 
Dr. Edy Kaufman, 

Senior Research Fellow, CIDCM 
University of Maryland, College Park 

 
Friday February 9, 2007 

12 PM 
0139 Tydings Hall 

(CIDCM Conference Room) 
University of Maryland 

College Park, MD 
 
 

A light lunch will be provided. 

Wilson Spoke at State Department Seminar 

Ernest J. Wilson III provided an overview presentation on critical elements of China - Africa relations and their 
implications for U.S. foreign policy at a seminar organized by the Department of State on this topic on 
December 4, 2006. He has also testified before a Congressional Sub-Committee and before the U.S. China 
Economic and Security Review Commission on this topic. 

ICONS Develops Simulation for EMBA Program  
 
The ICONS Project recently developed a global negotiation simulation for Executive MBA students in the 
Smith School of Business.  College Park students, along with others from Beijing, Shanghai, and Zurich, 
participated in an intensive, 36-hour online negotiation simulation. Besides the challenges of negotiating the 
simulation issues, students also had to manage the complexities of coordinating a diverse and multicultural 
workgroup located in multiple time zones. 
 
Out Beyond Ideas: Songs For Peace Benefit Concert 
This special benefit performance will be held in St. Mark's Episcopal Church (118 Third St SE Washington, 
DC) on February 2nd at 8 PM. All net proceeds from this show, and the CD, ‘Out Beyond Ideas’ benefit the 
University of Maryland Center for International Development and Conflict Resolution (CIDCM) - the Partners 
in Conflict and Partners in Peacebuilding Project which works with local partners in vulnerable, high-risk 
countries around the world to help them build a sustainable, just and inclusive peace. 

Wilson Article to Appear in Winter Edition of PS 

Dr. Ernest Wilson's article "Is There Really a Scholar- Practitioner Gap? An Institutional Analysis" detailing the 
relationship between scholarship and the practice of policy and advocacy will appear in the Winter 2006-2007 
edition of PS. 

Wilson to Teach Course at USC for Spring Semester 
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Professor Ernest Wilson is spending this semester in Los Angeles as a Visiting Scholar at the University of 
Southern California at the Center for Public Diplomacy, jointly sponsored by the International Relations 
Department and the Annenberg School of Communications. He is offering a course "Hard Power, Soft Power 
and Smart Power." He is also writing a research essay on this topic. 

 
Democracy Collaborative 

 
 Community Wealth Building Conference in Cleveland, OH 
 
To help promote and expand the community wealth building concept, The Democracy Collaborative has begun 
to organize a series of Community Wealth Building Roundtables with local partners in various communities 
around the country. These dialogues focus on opportunities within the local area to strengthen the community 
wealth building field and to build greater support (among funders, city and state officials, and the media) for the 
broad range of individual and common asset-based innovations and policies. 
 
On December 7 – 8, 2006, The Democracy Collaborative, the Ohio Employee Ownership Center, and the Aspen 
Institute Nonprofit Sector Research Fund convened a Roundtable in Cleveland, Ohio. The event, titled 
ÒBuilding Community Wealth: New Asset-Based Approaches to Solving Social and Economic Problems in 
Cleveland and Northeast Ohio,” brought together national experts, local government representatives, and more 
than three-dozen community leaders in Cleveland to discuss community wealth issues and identify action steps 
toward developing a comprehensive strategy. 
 
The fifty participants included representatives of Case Western Reserve University and Cleveland State 
University, the Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland, the Ohio Public Employees Retirement System, 
universities, and employee-owned firms; directors of nonprofit community and economic development 
organizations such as community development corporations, housing land trusts, and community development 
financial institutions; the economic development director of the City of Cleveland and members of his staff; a 
director of the new veterans administration hospital to be established in the city; the treasurer of Cuyahoga 
County; and others of the public, private, philanthropic, faith-based and non-profit communities. Funding and 
other support for the meeting was provided by the Gund Foundation, the Cleveland Foundation, and the Sisters 
of Charity Foundation. 
 
A full conference report is now being prepared and will be available in February 2007. In advance of that 
report, the Collaborative has posted a brief synopsis of the meeting on its research website homepage at 
www.Community-Wealth.org 
 
Reclaiming the Commons 
 
In recent years, an intellectual and advocacy movement has been growing aimed at reviving a public policy 
dialogue around the concept of the “commons.” The goal is to to  
preserve and expand what is held to be in the public domain. Three factors, in particular, have helped spur this 
development: First, efforts by some environmentalists to revive the traditional idea of the environment as a 
commons as a way to develop policy solutions to global warming and declining open space; second, the 
emergence of an “information commons” made possible by computer technology; and third, globalization, 
which has sparked interest in organizing to preserve non-commodity values such as family time. 
 
The leading website devoted to this exploration of the commons framework is www.onthecommons.org. This 
month, Ted Howard of The Democracy Collaborative is the site’s guest blogger. 
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Cited in the New York Times 
 
Gar Alperovitz was quoted and his research cited on the front page of the New York Times Business section on 
December 20.  The article by Louis Uchitelle, “Raising the Floor on Pay” focused on the leadership among state 
legislatures in raising the minimum wage in their states.  
 
 

Harrison Program 
 
WORKSHOP ON ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES OF WAR-TORN SOCIETIES: LINKING 
PEACEBUILDING, SUSTAINABILITY, AND HUMAN SECURITY: The Harrison Program will be 
cosponsoring a one-day workshop on this theme at the ISA meeting in Chicago next month. The workshop will 
bring together scholars working on conflict analysis, postconflict peacebuilding, and environmental governance. 
Space is limited. See Ken Conca for details. 
 
GVPT ‘GREEN GROUP’ GETTING ORGANIZED: Several GVPT graduate students and faculty with 
interests related to the environment will be meeting periodically in the spring to talk about common interests 
and possible activities. Contact Ken Cousins at kcousins@gvpt.umd.edu to be added to the distribution list or 
for more information. 
 
ISA RECEPTION: The Harrison program is cosponsoring this year’s reception of the Environmental Studies 
Section at the ISA meeting in Chicago. The reception will be Friday evening, March 2. If you are at ISA, please 
feel free to join us for warm conversation and warmed-over spanakopita. 
 
 

UM Collective Choice Center 
 
  
 
 

 
 
FACULTY ACHIEVEMENTS 

 
Books out or in Press 

 
Vladimir Tismaneanu, co-editor and contributing author, "Hungary 1956: The Revolt of the Minds and the 
End of the Communist Myth" (Bucharest: Editura Curtea Veche, 2006), in Romanian.  The "Final Report of the 
Presidential Commission for the Analysis of the Communist Dictatorship in Romania," 660-pages document 
coordinated by Vladimir Tismaneanu, the commission's chair. The document is posted on the Romanian 
Presidency's website: www.presidency.ro  as well as on the EWoodrow Wilson Center's International Cold War 
History Project. 
 

Chapters and Article Publications 
 

Charles Butterworth’s “Alfarabi’s Plato: A Tale of Two Cities,” in The Political Identity of the West:  
Platonism in the Dialogue of Cultures, ed. Marcel van Ackeren and Orrin Finn Summerell (Frankfurt: Peter 
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Lang, 2007), 55-76.  His “Farabi, al- (Alfarabius or Avennasar),” in The Encyclopedia of Medieval Islamic 
Civilization, ed. Josef W. Meri et al (London:  Routledge, 2006), vol. 1, 247-248.  And “Ibn Tufayl,” in The 
Encyclopedia of Medieval Islamic Civilization, ed. Josef W. Meri et al (London:  Routledge, 2006), vol. 1, 372-
373.  
 
Chris Davenport’s “Licensing Repression: Dissent, Threats and State Repression in the United States”; 
Minnesota Journal of International Law. (Forthcoming) and Chris’ “State Repression and the Tyrannical 
Peace”, Journal of Peace Research, Special Issue on Human Rights (Forthcoming). 
 
Virginia Haufler’s "Insurance and Reinsurance in a Changing  Climate," Encyclopedia of the Earth 2007 (new 
online reviewed specialized wikipedia) and a book chapter "MNCs and the International Community: Conflict, 
Conflict Prevention, and the International Community," eds. Volker Rittberger and Martin Nettesheim, 
Changing Patterns of Authority in the Global Political Economy (Palgave McMillan, 2007). 
 

Ric Uslaner’s “Corruption, Inequality, and Trust,” in George Mavrotas and Anthony Shorrocks, eds., 
Advancing Development: Core Themes in Global Economics (London: Palgrave, 2007). 
  

Grants and Awards 
 
Ken Conca received an ISA workshop grant for a workshop on "Environmental Challenges of War-Torn 
Societies: Linking Peacebuilding, Sustainability, and Human Security" 
 
Chris Davenport will be a visiting scholar at the Peace Research Institute's Center in Oslo for the study of civil 
during December and the summer of next year.  Chris was also nominated for the Governing Council of the 
American Sociological Association's Collective Behavior and Social Movements section; if elected, this would 
be for a term of 3 years. 
  
Paul Herrnson has been appointed to the Elections Advisory Group for the O’Malley-Brown Transition Team, 
State of Maryland.  
 
Joe Oppenheimer has received a 3 year honorary ancillary research professorship at the University of Montreal 
Medical School, Department of public health.  
 

Lectures, Presentations and Other 
 
Charles Butterworth had 3 Book Reviews:  Greg Hill, Rousseau’s Theory of Human Association:  
Transparent and Opaque Communities in Choice 44/3 (November 2006), 1788.  Pierre Rosanvallon, Democracy 
Past and Future, edited by Samuel Moyn, in Choice 44/1 (September 2006), 607.  Patricia Crone, God’s Rule, 
Government and Islam:  Six Centuries of Medieval Islamic Political Thought in The Muslim World 96/3 (July 
2006), 523-525.  Charles’ “Ibn Khaldun and the Political Regime of the Philosophers,” paper was presented at 
“Ibn Khaldun and the Unity of Knowledge,” Cairo, Egypt, in December 2-4, 2006 and his “The Sixth Centenary 
of Abdel Rahman Ibn Khaldun:  An International Perspective,” was presented at Bibliotheca Alexandrina, 
Alexandria, Egypt, on December 5-7, 2006. 
 
Ken Conca lectured on environmental governance in war-torn societies at Duke University and Uppsala 
University, and presented the keynote address at the inaugural conference of the Integrated and Transboundary 
Water Resource Research Network. 
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Virginia Haufler’s "Corporate Codes, Corporate Social Responsibility, and Corporate Conflict Prevention," 
presentation given at Wilton Park conference "Investing in Peace," Wiston House, England January 13-15, 
2007. 
 
Margaret Pearson and Graduate Student Yukyung Yeo will present their co-authored paper, ""Regulating 
Decentralized State Industries in China" at the conference on"Decentralization and Varieties of Regulatory 
Capitalism in China" at the City University of Hong Kong, held January 30 and 31.  
 
Vladimir Tismaneanu presented "Romania Joins the European Union," at the Woodrow Wilson Center on 
January 11, 2007 and presented "Romania Confronts Its Communist Past," at the Woodrow Wilson Center on 
January 17, 2007. On 18 December 2006, President Traian Basescu presented to the joint session of Romania's 
Parliament the conclusions of the Final Report of the Presidential Commission for the Analysis of the 
Communist Dictatorship in Romania. Vladimir Tismaneanu was interviwed on numerous TV and radio stations, 
including BBC World Service. He was also interviewed and quoted in "New York Times," "International 
Herald Tribune,", "Gazeta Wyborcza," "South-East European Times," etc --"Friends and Foes of the Open 
Society," in Romania's influential newspaper "Evenimentul Zilei," Janaury 23, 2007 
 
Ric Uslaner gave lectures, engaged in roundtable discussions and gave interviews in Riyadh, Dhahran and 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia on the 2006 midterm elections and their effect on policy to journalists (columnists, 
editorialists and reporters), university-level educators and government officials for the U.S. Department of State 
from December 9-13.  Ric also delivered the Annual Rose Lecture at Ben Gurion University of the Negev, 
Beersheva, Israel, on January 7, 2007 on "Trust and Economic Growth in the Knowledge Society."   He 
presented a paper, "The Bulging Pocket and the Rule of Law: Corruption, Inequality, and Trust," to the 
Department of Political Science, Hebrew University of Jerusalem,  Jerusalem, Israel on January 9, 2007 and at 
the University of Haifa, Israel, on January 11, 2007. 
  
  

  
 
GRADUATE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS 

 
Lectures, Presentations and Other 

 
Peter Francia (Ph.D. Alum) had his book “The Future of Organized Laor in American Politics; NY, Columbia 
Univeristy Press, 2006, wonderfully reviewed by the Academy of Political Science, Political Science Quarterly, 
Vol. 121 – Number 4 – Winter 2006-2007. 
 
Tariq (Ahmad) Karim was invited by Longwood University, VA to attend their conference on "America and 
the World:Sustaining Democracy in a Global Age" to be held from January 25-27.  He presented a paper titled 
"Bangladesh:  Unfinished Revolution? The contestation for Bangladesh's heart and soul within a hyphenated 
identity and its implications for democracy’s future" in the panel on "Religion and the Future of Democracy in 
the 21st century" at the Conference.  Tariq gave a talk on the subject of "Election Politics in Bangladesh and the 
Crisis of Democracy" on January 31 at the Sigur Center, Elliott School of International Affairs at the George 
Washington University, Washington D.C.B. Published papers:  A paper titled  "Bangladesh at the Crossroads" 
co-authored by me has been published this month as a Special Report by the United States Institute of Peace.  
Print Copies were released on January 24 by the USIP.   
  
Mike Lebson: “Voting Consonance in the UN Security Council, 1946-2005”. Presented at the annual 
conference of the International Studies Association - Midwest: St. Louis, Missouri. 
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SCHEDULE 
 

FEBRUARY 2007 

 
** For more details on calendar events you first need to set your Groupwise to access my calendar.  Go to the little person in the lower 
left hand corner of your email, click Proxy, type under Name: Abu and my name should automatically come up.  Click OK.  Now you 
can use that little person to go back and forth between your email and my Calendar. 
 
Now to access the calendar, click on the little person and select my name.  Click on the Calendar, Select the Month of February, right 
click on the tab Month, click properties and select Month, then move up to place tab for the Month first.  Click OK.  
 
Should you see an event that you want more information on, right click on the event, click open.  Should you require further 
information, follow instructions. 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
 

 
   

 
 

1 
 

 
 
 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 5 
 

6 
 

7 
DCAWCP 
11-12:15 
0139 TYD 

8 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
 

CIDCM/Latin Am 
Stud Lecture 

0139 Tyd 
12-1:30PM 

 

10 

11 12 
 

13 
 

 

14 
Executive 
Committ ee 

11-12:15  
3140 TYD 

15 
 

 

16 
 
 

17 
 
 

18 19 
IR Field 

Workshop 
TYD 1136 
11-12:15 

20 21 
DCAWCP 
11-12:15 
0139 TYD 

22 
Politi cal Theory 

Symposia 
 
 
 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 26 
 

27 
 

28 
Executive 
Committ ee 

11-12:15 
3140 TYD 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

       


