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Verb inflections in agrammatic aphasia: Encoding
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Abstract

Across most languages, verbs produced by agrammatic aphasic individuals are frequently marked by svntactically
and semantically inappropriate inflectional affixes, such as Last night, T walking home. As per language production mod-
els, verb inflection errors in English agrammatism could arise rom three potential sources: encoding the verbs’ mor-
phology based on temporal information at the conceptual level, accessing svntactic well-Tormedness constraints of
verbal morphology, and encoding morphophonological form, We investigate these aspects of encoding verb inflections
in agrammatic aphasia. Using three sentence completion experiments, it was demonsirated that production of verb
inflections was mmpaired whenever temporal reference was involved; while moerphological complexity and svatactc
constraints were less likelv o be the source of verb inflection errors in agrammatism. These findings are discussed in
relation to current language production models,
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