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Segmentation

• It’s not easy to wreck a nice beach.

Bill gave Tess two pills

Applejacks for breakfast I owe you a yo-yo

Sample mistakes
• It's a doggy-dog world.
• Jose can you see by the donzerly light.
• Pullet Surprise  [Pullitzer Prize]
• notor republic [notary public]
• Bohemian Rap City [Rhapsody]
• Pencil Vanea
• The ants are my friends, they're blowin' in the wind.
• Donkey Hote

Some from: Richard Lederer, Anguished English and Student Bloopers

Mistakes from kids

• Daddy, when you go tinkle you’re an eight,
and when I go tinkle I’m an eight, right?

• The ants are my friends, they're blowin' in
the wind.

• I know I sound like Larry, but who’s Gitis?
• I am being have!
• I don’t want to go to your ami!

Source: AM Peters (1983) The units of language acquisition



2

Word knowledge
• Adogneverplayswhenheisalone
• Pessinigdynehrajekdyzjesàm

• But this isn’t sufficient
• two can -- toucan
• can’t elope -- cantaloupe
• ray on -- rayon
• two lips -- tulips
• great eye -- grey tie
• see leaves -- seal eves
• note rail -- no trail
• night rate -- nitrate

Stress

• Speech errors (first two more common)
– Adding before a strong syllable:

• Analogy -->  An allergy

– Deleting before a weak syllable:
• My gorge is -->  My gorgeous

– Deleting before a strong syllable:
• Is he really? ->  Isreali

– Adding before a weak syllable:
• Effective -->  Effect of

Cutler & Butterfield, 1992

Headturn preference procedure

Experimenter (headphones)

Viewing Hole Videocamera

Infant

Caregiver
(headphones)

Speaker Speaker

Segmentation
The feet were all different sizes.  This girl has very big feet.
Even the toes on her feet are large. The shoes 
gave the man red feet. His feet get sore from standing
all day. The doctor wants your feet to be clean.

His bike had big black wheels.  The girl rode her big bike. Her
bike could go very fast. The bell on the bike was really loud.  The
boy had a new red bike.  Your bike always stays in the garage.


