SOCY 202: Introduction to Research Methods in Sociology

Lab #10: Review Week

Below is a “cheat sheet” which shows you which lab contains detailed information on how to perform different procedures/steps for your research paper. If for some reason you misplaced these labs, they are all available on the class website: htpp://www.bsos.umd.edu/socy/smartin/202.htm

	Procedure/Step
	Lab

	Running frequencies, crosstabulations, and section filters on the SDA archive
	1

	Creating charts in Microsoft Excel
	2

	Searching for literature
	3

	Importing data from the SDA archive to SPSS
	4, 6, 7

	Running descriptive statistics in SPSS
	4, 6

	Opening an existing SPSS data file
	4

	Recoding variables in SPSS
	6, 7, 8

	Using filters in SPSS
	6, 9

	Creating scales/indexes in SPSS
	7

	Comparing means in SPSS
	7, 9

	Creating 2-way, 3-way, and 4-way crosstabulations in SPSS
	8

	Running confidence intervals for sample means
	9

	Running t-tests to compare two independent sample means
	9


While SPSS can be used to create tables that can be cut and pasted from the output, Microsoft Word may provide a better alternative to creating tables that allow for better clarification to the reader. Attached are some examples. (Source: Ward, Cotten, and Feick. 2005. “Gender Differences in Alcohol Use and Depression Among College Students.” Working Paper.)

Table 1

 Sample Characteristics & Descriptive Statistics (n=263)
	Variable
	%
	Median
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	SD

	Alcohol Use
	
	
	
	

	Consumes alcohol 
	    63.9
	-
	-
	-

	Felt they should cut down on drinking alcohol
	    10.7
	-
	-
	-

	Had people criticize their drinking alcohol
	      9.9
	-
	-
	-

	Felt bad or guilty about drinking alcohol
	    12.7
	-
	-
	-

	Had an alcoholic drink first thing in the morning
	       2.3
	-
	-
	-

	CAGE scale


	-
	       0
	     .35
	     .72

	Depression
	
	
	
	

	Does not feel like eating
	-
	       1
	     .75
	     .63

	Feels depressed
	-
	       1
	     .91
	     .75

	Feels everything they do is an effort
	-
	       1
	   1.02
	     .78

	Sleeps restlessly
	-
	       1
	     .96
	     .86

	Feels unhappy
	-
	       1
	   1.00
	     .72

	Feels lonely
	-
	       1
	     .99
	     .75

	Feels people were unfriendly
	-
	       1
	     .68
	     .67

	Does not enjoy life
	-
	       1
	     .96
	     .77

	Feels sad
	-
	       1
	   1.05
	     .61

	Feels like people dislike them
	-
	       0
	     .62
	     .71

	Cannot get “going”
	-
	       1
	     .93
	     .78

	CESD scale


	-
	       9
	   9.88
	   4.88

	Stress
	
	
	
	

	Confident they will be able to complete education 
	-
	       3
	   2.69
	     .53

	Concerned with their ability to keep grades up 
	-
	       2
	   2.22
	     .66

	Find it difficult to balance school/social life/work
	-
	       2
	   1.91
	     .68

	Family is pressuring them to quit school
	-
	       1
	   1.04
	     .24

	Feel level of classes is too difficult
	-
	       2
	   1.57
	     .60

	Have problems paying for school
	-
	       1
	   1.59
	     .73

	School work leaves them feeling tired
	-
	       2
	   2.08
	     .63

	Stress scale


	-
	     13
	 13.10
	   2.02

	Socio-demographics
	
	
	
	

	Male respondents
	     53.2
	-
	-
	-

	White respondents
	     63.5
	-
	-
	-

	Respondent’s age in years
	-
	     18
	 18.46
	     .61

	Employed
	     34.6
	-
	-
	-

	Classified as an in-state student
	     82.9
	-
	-
	-

	Declared major
	     72.2
	-
	-
	-


Table 2 

Bivariate Association Between Alcohol Use Measures and Gender

	Variable
	Female (n=123)

%
	Male (n=140)
%
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2

	Consumes alcohol
	67.5
	60.7
	1.29

	Felt they should cut down on drinking alcohol
	5.7
	15.0
	  5.96*

	Had people criticize their drinking alcohol
	6.5
	12.9
	       2.97

	Felt bad or guilty about drinking alcohol
	12.2
	12.1
	.00

	Had an alcoholic drink first thing in the 

         Morning
	0.8
	3.6
	2.23

	CAGE scalea
	.25 (.62)
	.44 (.78)
	-2.12*

	a T-test used; Mean (SD), t-value, and significance level provided.

*p<.05
	
	
	


Table 3 

Bivariate Association of Depression, Stress, and Gender

	Variable
	Female (n=123)
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(SD)
	Male (n=140)
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(SD)
	t-value

	Depression
	
	
	

	Does not feel like eating
	         .89 (.60)
	         .64 (.64)
	3.27**

	Feels depressed
	         .86 (.67)
	         .96 (.81)
	-1.04

	Feels everything they do is an effort
	         .93 (.76)
	       1.09 (.80)
	-1.73

	Sleeps restlessly
	         .94 (.85)
	         .98 (.86)
	-.34

	Feels unhappy
	         .85 (.69)
	       1.12 (.72)
	-3.08**

	Feels lonely
	         .87 (.64)
	       1.09 (.83)
	-2.45*

	Feels people were unfriendly
	         .72 (.65)
	         .66 (.69)
	.71

	Does not enjoy life
	         .86 (.73)
	       1.05 (.79)
	-2.01*

	Feels sad
	       1.07 (.54)
	       1.04 (.66)
	.40

	Feels like people dislike them
	         .62 (.67)
	         .62 (.74)
	-.04

	Cannot get “going”
	         .77 (.61)
	       1.07 (.88)
	-3.23**

	CESD scale


	     9.37 (4.46)
	   10.31 (5.21)
	-1.58

	Stress
	
	
	

	Confident they will be able to complete education
	      2.72 (.52)
	      2.66 (.55)
	.78

	Concerned with their ability to keep grades up
	      2.27 (.60)
	      2.18 (.70)
	1.12

	Find it difficult to balance school and social life/work
	      1.89 (.66)
	      1.92 (.70)
	-.32

	Family is pressuring them to quit school
	      1.04 (.24)
	      1.04 (.24)
	-.08

	Feel level of classes is too difficult
	      1.55 (.59)
	      1.59 (.61)
	-.54

	Have problems paying for school
	      1.63 (.75)
	      1.56 (.71)
	 .76

	School work leaves them feeling tired
	      2.09 (.64)
	      2.06 (.61)
	.32

	Stress scale
	  13.19 (1.96)
	  13.02 (2.07)
	.66

	*p<.05; **p<.01
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