Sociology 202: Introduction to Research Methods in Sociology

Lab #12: Poster Presentations

OBJECTIVE:

In this lab we will discuss the requirements of the poster presentation assignment. In addition, details on how to create an engaging effective poster presentation will be given.

DUE DATE:

Betsy’s Monday lab sections will have their presentations due on Monday 12/05/05.

Brian’s Friday lab sections will have their presentations due on Friday 12/09/05.

Remember the specified days above are the last day to turn in any labs (12/05 for the Monday sections and 12/09 for the Friday sections), so this poster presentation cannot be turned in late. Also, this will be your last chance to turn in any previous labs that you have not yet turned in (for partial credit).

REQUIREMENTS:

To follow up on your paper, you will turn in a small “poster presentation”, attached to a posterboard of some kind and shown to the class during your lab session. You can feature your term paper topic if you would like, or put together a new topic.

The project should should be based on 2 sources:

1) Demographic Data you collect yourself and present in cross tabulations or charts that you create using Excel. It is recommended you obtain your demographic data from the General Social Survey, or from the U.S. Census Data obtained through “Dataferret” or a comparable software program.

2) Supporting descriptions and information, including references to published scholarships on the topic.

SUGGESTIONS:

Topics:
You can use on of the following three ways to create your poster:

1) Present the information from your term paper in a simple format.

2) Examine how different variables are related to the topic you were interested in. For example, if you looked at differences in divorce by age and sex in your paper, you might look at differences in divorce by race and education, or some other variables.

3) Use another topic or data source in which you are interested in, and try something completely new.

Layout:
 (You do not have to use these layouts). 

Generally, 2 different formats are often used in these presentations. You may purchase materials for the poster board from the school bookstore, or somewhere else. Generally, about 5 sheets of paper will fit on your poster board.

Layout #1:

Sheet #1 – Identify the question of Interest. Also, you will need to include the title, your name, and a method of contact (generally e-mail) on your poster. This is in case an interested person would like to contact you. It can be done on this sheet.

Sheet #2 – Summarize previous findings and their implications (use bulletpoints).

Sheet #3 & #4 – Present tables and figures with your findings.

Sheet #5 – Summarize your findings, conclusions, and/or implication(s) (use bulletpoints).

Layout #2:

Sheet #1 - Identify the question of Interest. Also, you will need to include the title, your name, and a method of contact (generally e-mail) on your poster. This is in case an interested person would like to contact you. It can be done on this sheet.

Sheet #2 to #4 – Present tables and figures of your findings. Place a title above each with an interpretive sentence below each table or figure.

Sheet #5 – Summarize your findings, conclusions, and/or implication(s) (use bulletpoints).

Design: 

On your poster, it is all about details. Basically you should be thinking “What are the most important things I am trying to explain about my research, and what is the most visually pleasing way of displaying these points to the audience?” Here are some pointers I would give based on my experience:

· You most always will have more information you would like to fit on your poster than is possible. You really need to focus on what is the main point of your poster. By doing this, as in your term papers, the topic you chose to examine will often play a part in how you tailor the design and layout of your poster project.

· Keep in mind the environment and audience of your poster presentation. Is it a general audience, or one that is more specialized? Is it an informal presentation, a conference presentation, or a business meeting? All of these often can influence what information you place on your poster presentation.

· What are the dimensions of the area you are presenting in? How big is the space do you have? What materials are need to hang the poster. I have got into the habit of always carrying a “poster kit” with me when I present at conferences, just to be prepared. This includes numerous push-pins, masking tape, duct tape, handouts of the presentation (with your contact info!), and 1 or 2 original copies of the manuscript I am presenting. Be prepared – better safe than sorry!

· Use Microsoft PowerPoint. A great way to design the individual sheets you place on your posterboard is to use this tool. There are a variety of feature which will allow you to create a more visually pleasing poster. You can even change the size of an individual slide to create one giant poster.

· Color is important. Generally, it is a good idea to have a lighter background with darker letters. Reversing this can be tiring to the reader’s eyes. Also, avoid using “extreme” colors or combinations of colors. Who would want to try and read something printed with highlight-colored letters?

· Make sure the font is not too small. You want persons to easily be able to read it from a few feet away

· While the design should catch someone’s eye, it will NOT make up for poor content. As the saying goes. “Garbage in, garbage out!”

· Also, be prepared with about a 3-5 minute explanation or blurb you can discuss with your reader. One of the nice things about poster presentations are that they allow time to you to interact at a more informal level with persons in regards to your research. You never know who might stop by or be interested in them, or what types of questions they may ask.

Also, for any additional info, you can go to this resource (it includes examples of posters on it): http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/IndexStart.html. 

