Sociology 202 (Martin)
Lecture Outline 1: September 1, 2005

· General questions

· Syllabus

· Information cards

· Motivation for this course / first assignment

General Questions

· Registration problems?

· Book problems?

· Lab problems?

· All labs will be at room 231 LeFrak.  (Lab room #4)

· Computer concerns?

· Can you download a file from the internet?

· Do you have access to the University computing network, library, Excel, and SPSS?

· Any other issues? 

Information Card

· Name:  

· Steven Martin

  smartin@socy.umd.edu
· Background:  

· I have written several research papers on survey data quality (on fertility, marriage, contraceptive use, and sexual intercourse event histories). 

· I have taught sociology and statistics classes for grad students and undergrads for five years.  Before I became a college professor, I taught math and science at 8th grade, high school, and community college.

· Reasons for taking the class:  

· I am required to teach a certain number of classes per year

· I have interests in the mathematics and philosophy of survey research.

· Special Concerns:

· I will miss class on November 22nd, but will make alternate arrangements for your class that day.  

· I sometimes have unforeseen family/work conflicts that affect office hours.

Motivation for this course.

· Despite the tone of the Babbie textbook, there is not a universal consensus about the practice of social research.

· We will be learning a set of useful tools for investigating social reality.

· We will also be treating the material critically – asking whether the “scientific method” of social inquiry is limiting or distorting our picture of the social world.

Orlando Patterson’s arguments

· There is a “scientific” form of sociology.

· the gatekeepers of sociology now insist on it

· it focuses on the testing of hypotheses based on data generated by measurements presumed to be valid.

· many areas of social interest are not suitable for this approach, so we simply do not study them anymore.

· There used to be another form of sociology

· it was driven by the importance of the subject, and by an epistemological emphasis on understanding the nature and meaning of social behavior.

· This is the stuff Americans want to know about!

Possible questions for the midterm.

· 1.)  Describe the scientific approach to social inquiry as described by Patterson, and explain one problem with this approach.

· 2.)  Describe an approach to social inquiry that Patterson offers as an alternative to the social approach, and explain one advantage of this approach. 

· Written assignment for 9/6:  write a paragraph about the Patterson elegy for David Riesman, or about one of the above questions.

