Sociology 202 (Martin)
Lecture Outline 4: September 13, 2005

· Paradigms, theory, and research

· Babbie, Pages 32 - 60

· What’s a paradigm? (p 33 – 35)

· Some paradigms and theories (p 35 – 43)

· Practical advice for generating hypotheses  (p 44,48,49) 

· Deductive and inductive systems (p 44 – 56)

Topic of discussion:
Voter Participation

· Why do some people vote in presidential elections while others do not?

Some definitions

· Paradigm:  a model or framework for observation and understanding that shapes what we see and how we understand it.

· Paradigm as worldview: a fixed and comprehensive perspective on reality shared by all members of a discipline or subdiscipline. 

· Paradigm as search image: an engrossing perspective on reality that leads to particular insights.  Different social investigators using different paradigms might be able to share their different insights.

· Theory:  A systematic explanation for social phenomena.

One of many dimensions used to distinguish theories or paradigms

· Macro theories:  theories about social structures and institutions.

· Micro theories:  theories about individual behavior.

Some theoretical approaches ( / paradigms)

· Positivism: an atheoretical, inductive approach to social research.  

· An approach to the study of social life in which one observes social facts, then draws generalizations and conclusions.

· Progressive evolution (Social Darwinism)

· … one observes social patterns as they change and improve over time

· (Distinct from sociobiology!)

· Conflict theory (including Marxism)

· .. one observes social groups attempt to dominate others and avoid being dominated (and works to influence the outcomes!)

More theoretical approaches ( / paradigms)

· Symbolic interactionism

· An approach to the study of social life that focuses on individuals reaching common understanding through the use of language and other systems.

· Ethnomethodology

· … that focuses on the discovery of implicit assumptions and agreements

· The intentional breaking of agreements often illuminates their existence.

Still more approaches / paradigms

· Feminist theory

· an approach to the study of social life that focuses on gender and power relationships, including how gender and power relationships influence objective, subjective, and constructed knowledge.

· Rational choice theory

· … that focuses on how individuals make choices to maximize benefits and minimize costs.

· Structural functionalism

· that views social entities as analogous to organisms with parts that contribute to the functioning of the whole.

Some standard rules for stating a hypothesis

· Explicitly identify explanatory and outcome variables.

· Explicitly identify the predicted level of the outcome variable that corresponds to the level of the explanatory variable

· Carefully describe your level of causality.  (More on this in the coming weeks)

Deductive and inductive methodology

· Deductive approach:

· Theory  >  Hypothesis  >  Observation  >  Conclusion

· Inductive approach:

· Observation  >  General Description  >  Interpretation

· Circular approach (from chapter 1, page 26):

	→
	theory
	↓

	generalization
	 
	hypothesis

	↑
	observation
	←


A standard approach to a research project

· Brief introduction

· Context: why is this topic of interest?

· What is known?

· What is unknown?

· What does this paper do?

· Then follow the deductive sequence:

· Theory  >  Hypothesis  >  Observation  >  Conclusion

A standard approach to a research project (continued)

· Observation

· data and methods

· descriptive results

· statistical inferences and complex models (if any)

· Conclusion

· restatement of the problem

· summary of the main conclusion

· summary of evidence for the main conclusion

· discussion of possible broad implications of the study

Summary questions

· 1.)  Compare and contrast the idea of a paradigm as a world-view to the idea of a paradigm as a search image.

· 2.)  Pretend you are a positivist.  Explain how you would go about investigating why some people vote in presidential elections while others do not.

· 3.)  Use a conflict theory approach to construct a theory for why some people vote in presidential elections while others do not.  State a proper hypothesis.

· 4.)  Use a rational choice perspective to construct a theory for why some people vote in presidential elections while others do not.  State a proper hypothesis.

· 5.)  List four theoretical perspectives discussed by Babbie in chapter two. State whether you would identify each as largely macro-oriented or largely micro-oriented (or a combination), and as chiefly inductive or deductive.

Assignment for next lecture

· Look over question 2, 3 or 4 from the previous slide – each asks you to use a theoretical perspective (discussed by Babbie in chapter 2) to investigate voting behavior. 

· Answer one of those questions, or 

· Suggest a different theoretical perspective that you like better, and that you think we should use as a possible midterm question instead of, say, question 4.  

