Sociology 202 (Martin)
Lecture Outline 8: September 27, 2005

· Finishing research design

· the time dimension

· Informal course evaluation

· Midterm 1 coming up:  Thursday, October 6

· review questions will be available Thursday, Sept. 29.

The time dimension in research design

· Reasons time is important:

· trends are interesting

· predictions are often based on trends

· time order helps establish causality

· it is possible to misunderstand time order 

· (example:  divorce-prone occupations)

The time dimension in research design

· Sources of time data:

· repeated cross-sections (General Social Survey) gather data from several samples, each representing a single point in time.   

· event histories (National Survey of Family Growth, General Social Survey) gather information at one point in time, but ask respondents to remember the occurrence and time of past events

· longitudinal panel studies (National Longitudinal Survey of Youth) collect data from the same respondents repeatedly, at different points in time.

Using GSS data for cohort analysis

· A cohort study is a study in which some specific subpopulation, or cohort, is studied over time, although data may be obtained from different members in each set of observations.

· A constant concern in cohort studies is the possible conflation of age and period effects.

Using GSS data for cohort analysis

· Restrict ages so that the samples age across surveys.

· Choose an appropriate amount of overlap (does exactly the same cohort get sampled every time?)  

· perfect overlap is best, but can be difficult.

· some imperfect overlap can save effort and maintain sample size.

· Choose the right number of time periods

· sampling each survey takes effort, and produces a line graph

Using GSS data for trend analysis (#1)

· Restrict to an appropriate age range and use it in every time period.

· Choose the right number of period intervals

· example:  attitudes toward divorce

· Studies of period trends do not conflate cohort and age effects, but they cannot identify shifts within a cohort over time.

Combining cohort and period analyses

· With some careful bookkeeping and good programming, you can do a study that combines both cohort and period information.

· This is often difficult, so see me and/or your TA before you decide to try it.

· Example:  within-cohort and between-cohort shifts in attitudes toward racial intermarriage.

Using GSS data for trend analysis (#2)

· When you are working with event history data, it is possible to get evidence for trends from a single cross-sectional survey by recording the timing of events for respondents of different ages.

· Examples:  age at first birth, age at marriage, childlessness.

Summary Questions

· 1.)  From lecture, explain what Goode calls a “divorce-prone” occupation, and explain how that term may represent a misunderstanding of time order.

· 2.)  Describe how you might examine trends in the prevalence of divorce using repeated cross-sectional data.

· 3.)  Describe how you might examine trends in age at first birth using an event history in a single cross-sectional survey.

· 4.)  Explain the difference between a within-cohort and a between-cohort shift in attitudes towards racial intermarriage. 

· 5.)  Give an example of something you might find out from a longitudinal study that you could not learn from data in the GSS.

Assignment for next lecture

· Choose one of the questions from the previous slide.

· Write a paragraph about it.

· You can choose to write an answer

· You can choose to discuss the question, whether you think it is an appropriate question for a midterm, or what you think of the issues raised by the question. 

