Sociology 202 (Martin)
Lecture 24: November 29, 2005

· Remaining class schedule

· Qualitative research

· appropriate topics for qualitative research

· types of qualitative research

· (“conducting qualitative research” will not be covered: pages 312- 320)

· Strengths and weaknesses of qualitative research

· One example: ethnography of welfare mothers

Remaining class schedule

· Lectures

· November 29: 
qualitative field research (Ch 10)

· December 1:  
finish Ch 10 / unobtrusive research (Ch 11)

· December 6:  
finish Ch 11 / evaluation research (Ch 12)

· December 8:  
finish Ch 12 / course evaluations.

· December 13:  
review for final

· Labs

· Nov. 28 / Dec. 2
turn in rough draft comments, do






poster lab 





· Dec. 5 / Dec. 9

bring posters, turn in final draft, turn 







in any late labs. (Location TBA)

Chapter 10: qualitative research

· Opening quandary:  if you participate in the events you are studying and form close relationships with research subjects, how will the results be affected?

· Example: Participant observation of student interaction patterns.

· Costs and benefits of having a professor “undercover” in a college dormitory.

· Costs and benefits of having a professor live openly in a college dormitory.

Topics for qualitative field research

· Field research is especially appropriate for the study of attitudes and behaviors that are best understood within their natural setting.

· Practices


Groups

· Episodes


Organizations

· Encounters


Settlements

· Roles



Social Worlds

· Relationships


Lifestyles or subcultures

· Example:  private responsibility for public matters – how do individuals feel while fixing a public problem?  How do others react?

· What would happen if we tried to find answers through survey research?

· What do we miss by not using survey research methods?

Special considerations in qualitative field research

· Reactivity:  if people know they are being studied, they might modify their behavior in a variety of ways.

· Symbolic Realism:  in order to interact effectively, researchers need to treat the beliefs they study as worthy of respect rather than as objects of ridicule

· does this requirement constrain one’s choice of topics?

· does this requirement cause a loss of objectivity?

· Relations to subjects:  pretending to occupy a social status or just being in close observation often brings up personal and ethical concerns.

· Example:  Lareau on class, race, and child development.

Types of qualitative research I

· Naturalism:  An approach to field research based on the assumption that an objective social reality exists and can be observed and reported accurately.

· Ethnography:  A report on  social life that focuses on detailed and accurate description rather than explanation.

· Example:  Edin and Lein – Making Ends Meet.

· Ethnomethodology: while ethnographers report informants’ stories as if they represent reality, ethnomethodologists focus on making sense of the informants’ perceptions of the world.

· Example:  Garfinkel’s “Breaching Experiments” (page 303)

Types of qualitative research II

· Grounded theory:  a combination of naturalistic research with a positivistic concern for systematic analysis.

· Theoretical sampling

· Systematic coding of responses

· An attitude of skepticism on the part of the researcher.

· Case study:  an intense analysis of one or a few cases of a social phenomenon.

· In the extended case method, the researcher begins with a clear, well-laid-out theoretical perspective and tests it.  (e.g. Burawoy)

· In many case studies, researchers attempt to achieve objectivity by claiming that they began with one perspective and gradually changed it as the facts came in.

Types of qualitative research III

· Institutional ethnography uses qualitative data to tap into the expertise of people experiencing social phenomena.

· Example:  Griffith (1995) talked to mothers about their experiences with teachers, administrators, and social workers, and used the mothers’ perceptions (standpoints) to begin an investigation into the relevant social structures and power relations.

· In participatory action research (PAR), the people being studied are given control over the purpose and procedures of the research, as a counter to the implicit view that researchers are superior to those they study.

· Examples include corporate research on productivity, and community action to block a building’s demolition.

Additional strengths and weaknesses of qualitative field research

· Validity (Strength):  Instead of specifying concepts, field researchers commonly give detailed examples.

· One aspect related to validity is that qualitative research is often more readable and compelling than quantitative research

· Reliability (Weakness):  There are many reasons a study might turn out differently if it is repeated by another researcher.

· Researcher effects

· Nonrandom sampling effects

· Dependence on distinctive initial conditions

Naturalistic Research in Making Ends Meet
· Sample Design:  Snowball sampling of welfare mothers in Chicago, San Antonio, Boston, and Charleston SC.  N = 379

· stratified by race and receipt of housing subsidies

· special attempts to locate “unconnected” mothers

· Interviewing techniques:

· multiple semi-structured in-depth interviews

· central questions were about how much money mothers spend, where they get it, what material hardships they experience, how they assess the economic consequences of choosing to work, and influences on their spending patterns.

Some Findings from Making Ends Meet
· (Tables of monthly expenditures and such)

· For example, a sample of 214 welfare mothers spent an average of $876 per month on total expenses, including $69 per month on clothing.

· (Quotes to provide deeper insight)

· “ For shopping I go to yard sales and the Salvation Army for Jay’s clothes.  Fortunately, he isn’t the type of kid who always has to have Nike sneakers or he won’t go to school.  I get him K-mart ones, or I go to the used clothes store [on] Belmont.  I probably spend $200 a season on new clothes for him, but some of those he can wear from season to season.

Another naturalistic study: why don’t low-income single mothers marry?

· To understand why more single mothers don’t marry, Kathy Edin’s research group spent time with 292 low-income single mothers in three U.S. cities. 

· What issues do single mothers mention when asked what affects their marriage attitudes?

· Issues of trust

64 %

· Economic issues
59 %

· Status issues

59 %

· Sex role/power issues
56 %

· Domestic violence
34 %

Single mothers’ attitudes about trust
· “All those reliable guys, they are gone, they are gone.  They’re either thinking about one of three things:  another woman, another man, or dope… my motto is ‘there is not a man on this planet that is faithful.”  It’s a man thing.  I don’t care, you can love your wife until she turns three shades of avocado green.  A man is gonna be a man and it’s not a point of a woman getting upset about it.  It’s a point of a woman accepting it.”

· “Men can say ‘Well honey, I’m going out for the night.’  And then they disappear for two months.  Whereas the mother has a deeper commitment, conscience, or compassion…If [women] acted like men our kids would be in the park, left.  We’d say ‘Oh somebody else is going to take care of it.’  Everybody would be orphaned.”

Single mothers’ attitudes about economic issues
· “It was like there was a struggle going on inside of me.  I mean, he lost his job at the auto body shop when they went bankrupt and closed down.  Then he couldn’t find another one.  …Finally I couldn’t do it anymore because it was just too much pressure on me even though he was the love of my life.  I told him he had to leave even though knew it wasn’t really his fault that he wasn’t working.  But I had nothing in the house to feed the kids, no money to pay the bills.  Nothing.  And he was just sitting there not working.”

· “I couldn’t get him to stay working.  [T]he kids would be hungry and I’d throw a fit and he’d have the nerve to tell me, ‘Who cares?  You’re always over at your mother’s, why can’t you ask her for some food?’  Talk about a way to lose someone’s respect.  It’s hard to love somebody if you lose respect…Finally I couldn’t take it and I made him leave.”

Single mothers’ attitudes about status
· “I want to get married.  I’ve always wanted to get married and have a family.  [My baby’s father], he’s doing pretty good, but I am not going to marry him until we get some land. [We’ll] start off with a trailer, live in that for about 10 years, and then build a dream house.  When we save up enough money to buy an acre of land and [can finance] a trailer, then we’ll marry.”

· “I can do bad by myself”

Single mothers’ attitudes about sex roles and power
· “If we were to marry, I don’t think it would be so ideal.  Husbands want to be in charge, and I can’t deal with that.”

· “[Being a single mother is] great in terms of being independent.  I’m just thrilled being away from my ex-husband.  The joy of that hasn’t worn off.  I feel freedom more freedom to be a parent how I want [to be.]  We did not agree on parenting at all.”

· “One thing my mom did teach me is that you must work some and bring some money into the household so you can have a say in what happens.  If you completely live off a man you are helpless.  That is why I don’t want to get married until I get my own career and get off welfare.”

Single mothers’ attitudes about domestic violence
· “I married [my first husband] a month after I had [our son].  And I married him because I couldn’t afford to live alone.  Boy was that stupid.  And I left him [two years later] when our daughter was five months old.  I got scared.  I was afraid because my kids were starting to get in the middle.  [My son] still to this day, when he thinks someone is hurting me, he’ll start screaming and crying and beating up on him…I remarried six months later because I couldn’t make it [financially]  And I got into another abusive marriage.  And we got separated before the year was even up.  He would burn me [with cigarettes].  He was an alcoholic.  He was a physical abuser, mental [too].  I think he would have killed me.”

If you are still interested…

· Go to the website for the University of Michigan’s Center for the Ethnography of Everyday Life at www.ethno.isr.umich.edu
· Click on “PROJECTS” and find a project that interests you.

· Think about why this topic is particularly appropriate for a qualitative (as compared to a qualitative) analysis.

Summary questions.

· 1.)  Define reactivity in qualitative social research.  Give an example of a study where reactivity might be a severe concern, and briefly explain why.

· 2.)  Compare the role of the researcher in a study based on grounded theory to the role of the researcher in a study based on participatory action research.
· 3.)  Define an institutional ethnography and invent an example of a study based on this approach.

· 4.)  
Kathryn Edin used case a naturalistic study of poor single mothers to ask why single mothers often remain unmarried.  Using specific references to Edin’s study to make your points, discuss advantages of this method over, say, a survey study of the same topic. 

· 5.)  
Kathryn Edin used case a naturalistic study of poor single mothers to ask why single mothers often remain unmarried.  Using specific references to Edin’s study to make your points, discuss disadvantages of this method over, say, a survey study of the same topic. 

Question for next time.

· Choose one of the questions from the previous slide.

· Answer it.



















































































































