Sociology 202 (Martin)
Lecture 26: December 6, 2005

· Unobtrusive research, part 2.

· analyzing existing statistics

· comparative research

· historical research

Other types of unobtrusive research

· Other types include analyzing existing statistics, comparative research, and historical research

· The unit of analysis is generally not an individual

· nation, state, county, town

· Validity is a problem:  published statistics often don’t quite correspond to what we’re interested in.

· Reliability is a problem: government records are often inaccurate, especially for time period and cross-group comparisons.

· history as documented rarely coincides with what actually happened.

An example of comparative research using existing statistics

· Mark Chaves and David E. Cann, 1992.  “Regulation, Pluralism, and Religious Market Structure.”  Rationality and Society 4(3):272-290.

· attend: Weekly percent attending religious services. (Dependent Variable)
· regul: State regulation of religion, as measured by an additive, six-item scale composed of yes/no indicators. (Independent variable)

· d1 = there is a single, officially designated state church

· d2 = there is official state recognition of some denomination but not others

· d3 = the state appoints or approves the appointment of church leaders

· d4 = the state directly pays church personnel salaries

· d5 = there is a system of ecclesiastical tax collection

· d6 = the state directly subsidizes, beyond mere tax breaks, the operating or other expenses for churches.

· regul = d1 + d2 + d3 + d4 + d5 + d6

Raw data from 18 countries

· country         attend 
regul

· UnitedStates    43  
0

· NewZealand      20  
0

· Australia       21  
0

· Canada          31  
0

· Netherlands     27  
0

· Switzerland     25  
3

· WestGermany     21  
3

· Britain         14  
3

· Sweden           5  
6

· Ireland         82  
0

· Spain           41  
2

· Italy           32  
3

· Belgium         30  
3

· Austria         20  
2

· France          12  
1

· Norway           7  
5

· Finland          4  
6

· Denmark          3  
5

Preliminary chart of results

            82 +  

         | *

         |  

         |  

         |  

         |  

         |  

    a    |  

    t    |  

    t    |  

    e    |  

    n    | *                    *

    d    |  

         |  

         | *                               *

         | *                               *

         | *                    *          *

         |  

         |           *                     *

         |  

       3 +                                                      *          *

          +----------------------------------------------------------------+

                0                      regul                             6

Example 2: Historical Research
· McCammon et al.   2001.  “How Women’s Suffrage Movements Won.”  American Sociological Review 66(1):49-70.

· Dependent variable:  The year that a state legislature passed laws for women’s suffrage.

· Independent variable:  “Gendered Opportunity Structures” – variables that show the amount of social opportunities for women in each state.

Summary questions for part 2 of chapter 11.

· 1.)  Referring to Mark Chaves and David E. Cann’s  1992 article “Regulation, Pluralism, and Religious Market Structure,” describe unit of analysis.  Also describe the independent and dependent variables and how they were presumed to be related. 
· 2.)  Referring to Mark Chaves and David E. Cann’s  1992 article “Regulation, Pluralism, and Religious Market Structure,” describe one possible concern related to the validity of this article, and one possible concern related to its reliability. 

Question for next time.

· Choose one of the questions from the previous slide, or from the first part of lecture 27 if you wish.

· Answer it.


















































































































