Sociology 202: Fall 2005
Possible questions for midterm:  October 6, 2005.  
You will be randomly assigned fifteen of these questions.
All answers should be in two to five clear, complete sentences.

Practice answering each question in four minutes of writing.
· 1.)  Describe the scientific approach to social inquiry as described by Patterson, and explain one problem with this approach.

· 2.)  Describe an approach to social inquiry that Patterson offers as an alternative to the social approach, and explain one advantage of this approach. 

Source for 1 to 2:  Lecture 1, Class Handout: Orlando Patterson’s Elegy for David Riesmann.
· 3.)  Describe four potential problems with an informal epistemology of social science.

· 4.)  Explain how a formal, objective social science based on aggregate data could deal with at least two of the potential problems with an informal epistemology.

· 5.)  What special problems might arise in a formal, objective social science?

· 6.)  Distinguish between inductive and deductive theory, and explain how they interact.

· 7.)  You are trying to figure out how much baby food to make for next year.

· What are some sources of information based on experience or agreement ?

· Describe useful aggregate data you might collect in an objective way.

· Draw a possible contingency table for an objective analysis of baby food use.

Source for 3 to 7:  Lecture 2, Babbie Chapter 1.
· 8.)  Describe probabilistic, physical science, and humanistic epistemologies in one or two sentences each.

· 9.)  Compare humanistic and physical science epistemologies in terms of their ability to generate social knowledge and understanding, and in terms of their ability to produce meaningful policy and social change.

· 10.)  Explain (according to Lieberson) advantages of probabilistic epistemology over each of the alternatives.

· 11.)  Discuss how a probabilistic social researcher might investigate the following question: 

· Would the United States have been less safe if we had not attacked Iraq?  

Source for 8 to 11:  Lecture 3, Stanley Lieberson, 1992. “Einstein, Renoir, and Greeley: Evidence in Sociology” American Sociological Review 57(1):1-15

· 12.)  Compare and contrast the idea of a paradigm as a world-view to the idea of a paradigm as a search image.

· 13.)  Pretend you are a positivist.  Explain how you would go about investigating why some people vote in presidential elections while others do not.

· 14.)  Use a conflict theory approach to construct a theory for why some people vote in presidential elections while others do not.  State a proper hypothesis.

· 15.)  Use a rational choice perspective to construct a theory for why some people vote in presidential elections while others do not.  State a proper hypothesis.

· 16.)  List four theoretical perspectives discussed by Babbie in chapter two. State whether you would identify each as largely macro-oriented or largely micro-oriented (or a combination), and as chiefly inductive or deductive.

Source for 12 to 16: Lecture 4, Babbie Chapter 2.
· 17.)  Explain possible concerns about Milgram’s research on obedience (Babbie, p. 74) in terms of the principle of respect for persons.
· 18.)  Explain possible concerns about Milgram’s research on obedience in terms of the principle of beneficence.

· 19.)  Why do you need to obtain IRB approval for a research project, even if the information has already been gathered by someone else?

· 20.)  Pretend that you plan to publish a research paper based on the GSS.  Do you expect that the project might qualify as exempt from full IRB review?  Why or why not?  

· 21.)  State four pieces of information that should be in an informed consent statement.

Source for 17 to 21: Lecture 5, Babbie Chapter 3 – Page 74-75.
· 22.)  Define the idea of “value-free sociology”, and identify two possible objections to that idea.

· 23.)  How might someone critique research on genetics, race, and IQ within the framework of value-free sociology?

· 24.)  How might someone critique research on genetics, race, and IQ while rejecting the idea of value-free sociology?

· 25.)  Identify the competing arguments for whether scientific discoveries should be the shared property of all humans. 

Source for 22 to 25: Lecture 6, Babbie Chapter 3.
· 26.)  Use criteria of causality to discuss whether race might have played a role in the slow response to Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans.

· 27.)  State two inappropriate arguments for denying a relationship between divorce and child outcomes, and identify the kind of inappropriate argument you are using in each case.

· 28.)  Explain one important difference between David Hume’s criteria for causality and that outlined by Babbie.

· 29.)  How might Rubin and Holland have tried to find out whether race played a role in the slow response to Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans?

Source for 26 to 29: Lecture 7, Babbie Chapter 4.
· 30.)  From lecture, explain what Goode calls a “divorce-prone” occupation, and explain how that term may represent a misunderstanding of time order.

· 31.)  Describe how you might examine trends in the prevalence of divorce using repeated cross-sectional data.

· 32.)  Describe how you might examine trends in age at first birth using an event history in a single cross-sectional survey.

· 33.)  Explain the difference between a within-cohort and a between-cohort shift in attitudes towards racial intermarriage. 

· 34.)  Give an example of something you might find out from a longitudinal study that you could not learn from data in the GSS.

Source for 30 to 34: Lecture 8, Babbie Chapter 4.
· 35.)  Explain how you would operationalize the variable “education” so that its attributes would be measured at an ordinal level, then explain how you would operationalize the variable “education” so that its attributes would be measured at an interval (ratio) level.

· 36.)  Describe at least one advantage and one disadvantage of using multiple indicators for a single concept.

· 37.) Explain briefly how Srole (1956) operationalized and measured anomia.

· 38.)  At a conceptual level, identify three ways that family structure and the risk of a premarital birth might be linked, according to Wu and Martinson. 

· 39.)  Do you agree with Wu and Martinson’s conclusions?  Explain your reasoning.

Source for 35 to 39: Lecture 9, Babbie Chapter 5.
· 40.)  Provide an example of a concept, along with a variable that measures that concept in a way that is precise but not reliable.  Explain your reasoning.

· 41.)  Provide an example of a concept, along with a variable that measures that concept in a way that is precise and reliable, but not valid.  Explain your reasoning.

· 42.)  Provide an example of a case in which an empirical measure might have face validity but lack criterion-related validity.

Source for 40 to 42: Lecture 10, Babbie Chapter 5.
