Sociology 202, Fall 2005
Term Paper and Poster Assignment
Due Dates for Parts of the Research Paper:

grade

date due

task

(lab 5)

October 14

Turn in a precise description of your project.  Also, turn in a description of






a backup project, in case you need to switch.

(lab 11)  
November 18

Turn in a draft of the term paper with text, tables, and figures.

20% 

December 9

Turn in a revised version of the term paper.



(lab 13)
December 9

Turn in a related poster project.

Tasks turned in late will receive reduced credit.

It is better to get help sooner rather than later.

The purpose of this project is for you to conduct a social science research project. I recommend you use the General Social Survey (GSS) as a data source for this assignment, but you may use other secondary data sources if you clear them with me.  The exact choice of topic is up to you.  

The project description will be turned in as lab 5, and will have the following:


1.)  A sentence or two outlining the project.


2.)  A description of the outcome variable or variables, with clear explanations of how those variables appear in the GSS, the concepts they represent, and how they will be operationalized.

3.)  A description of the explanatory variable or variables, with clear explanations of how those variables appear in the GSS, the concepts they represent, and how they will be operationalized.


4.)  A description of any variables for alternative explanations, statistical controls, or filters. (For example, what groups/ages/years are in the study, and what groups will be left out?)


5 – 8.)  Repeat of steps 1 – 4 , this time for a different project.  It is important to have a detailed emergency backup project, in case your first planned project does not work out for any reason.
The draft of the research paper will be turned in as lab 11, and will have the following components:  

1.)  ten to fifteen pages of text.  I recommend the following format

> introduction and hypothesis


> data and methods


> results


> conclusion

2.)  carefully researched preliminary tables and figures using data you have organized
3.)  two to five references to published scholarship on the topic.  
The revised version of the research paper will also have the following components, adjusted according to comments you received from the draft version.  

1.)  five to ten pages of text.  I recommend the following format


> introduction and hypothesis


> data and methods


> results


> conclusion

2.)  carefully designed tables and figures using data you have organized

3.)  if necessary, revise your list of references to published scholarship on the topic.  

The poster will be presented at lab 13.  Here are suggested layouts for the poster project (more on this later in the semester):

You generally have room for about five sheets of paper attached to a posterboard.  

Sheet #1: state the question of interest.

Also identify yourself, the title of your paper, and a way (e-mail?) for interested readers to contact you. 

Sheet #2: summarize previous findings and their implications with bullet points

Sheets #3 - #4: present tables or figures of your findings.  

Sheet #5: summarize your findings, conclusions, and/or implications with bullet points.

You could also try the following, more result-intensive layout.
Sheet #1: state the question of interest.

Also identify yourself, the title of your paper, and a way (e-mail?) for interested readers to contact you. 

Sheets #2 - #4: present tables or figures of your findings, with a title above and an interpretive sentence below each table or figure.  

Sheet #5: summarize your findings, conclusions, and/or implications with bullet points.

