Sociology 412: Spring 2009
Possible questions for midterm on May 19, 2009.  
You will be randomly assigned fifteen of these questions.
All answers should be in two to five clear, complete sentences.

Practice answering each question in four minutes of writing.
1.)  Identify your birth cohort (birth year), and compare it to earlier and later birth cohorts in terms of total number of births.

2.)  Explain some ways that the size of your birth cohort might affect your life outcomes.

3.) From the Groat et al. reading, explain how the reward and regret typology was created. (Include at least one question from the typology as an example.)

4.)  What results from the Groat et al. reading supported the idea that competing wants might reduce happiness in parenthood?

Sources for questions 1 to 4:
· Lecture 10

· Casper and Bianchi, Chapter 3.

· Groat, Theodore H., Peggy C. Giordano, Stephen A. Cernkovich, M.D. Pugh, and Steven P. Swinford. 1997. “Attitudes Toward Childbearing among Young Parents.” Journal of Marriage and the Family 59: 568-581.

5.)  Describe factors that (according to Hewlett) lead to involuntary childlessness among high-achieving women.  Briefly explain why you agree or disagree with each factor. 

6.)  Briefly summarize research findings on how childlessness seems to affect individuals.

7.)  Order the following groups from highest to lowest chance of being childless in their forties:

· College graduate men

College graduate women

· Men without college degrees
Women without college degrees

8.)   If 40% of a population is childless at age 30 and 25% is childless at age 45, what proportion of the population childless at 30 remains childless 15 years later?  (Numbers might change)
9.)
Discuss how different costs, prices, and/or preferences for children might lead to different levels of childlessness among women of different education levels.

10.) 
Critique the use of historical data on societies that married late and did not contracept, to estimate the relationship between age and infecundability in modern times.  Describe at least one strength and one weakness of this approach.

Sources for questions 5 to 10:
· Lecture 11

· Casper and Bianchi pages 74 – 80, 86 – 90.

11.) Compare trends in birth rates for unmarried white women to trends in birth rates for unmarried black women. (Refer to data)
12.)  Using a proximate determinants perspective, describe six events that must take place for a nonmarital birth to occur.

13.)  Use the proximate determinants perspective to explain how school health education programs that explain how to use condoms might either raise or lower the rate of nonmarital births.

14.)  
Kathryn Edin used case histories from poor single mothers to in an attempt to understand why single mothers often remain unmarried.  Describe the types of explanations given by the single mothers (one sentence each).

15.)  
Discuss possible disadvantages of using the case history method to study social phenomena.  Use specific references to Edin’s study to make your points.

Sources for questions 11 to 15:
· Lecture 12

· Casper and Bianchi Chapter 3: Pages 80-84.

· Edin, Kathryn. 2000. “What do single mothers say about marriage?” Social Problems 47(1):112-133. 

16.)  In what ways are fathers becoming less involved with children over time?  In what ways are fathers becoming more involved with children over time? 

17.) 
  Describe differences between married fathers’ and married mothers’ reports of child care duties, and discuss how problems with data quality might affect an analysis of trends in fathering.  (refer to data)
18.)   Compare trends in incomes for single father families to trends in incomes for married families, and discuss two possible reasons for those trends. (refer to data)
19.)  According to Casper and Bianchi, beliefs about father involvement have changed over time.  Explain.

Sources for questions 16 to 19:
· Lecture 13

· Casper and Bianchi, Chapter 5

20.)  Identify three challenges faced by grandparent-headed households.

21.) Describe racial and ethnic differences in percentages of children living with grandparents, and in the types of grandparent-maintained families. (refer to data)
22.) Describe variation in the economic well-being of grandparent-maintained families. 

23.) Why are more grandchildren living with grandparents?

Sources for questions 20 to 23:
· Lecture 14

· Casper and Bianchi Chapter 6.

24.)  Describe changes over the last 120 years in the availability of coresident women who might be able to help with child care.  (refer to data)
25.) Identify two types of child care arrangements and describe trends in those arrangements for working mothers. (refer to data, as best you can)
26.) Discuss how considerations in choosing child care might lead women in high income families to use different kinds of care than women in low income families. 

27.) Give an example or scenario to show how selection effects could mess up a study that tries to estimate effects of child care on child cognitive development.

Sources for questions 24 to 27:
· Lecture 15

· Casper and Bianchi Chapter 7.

· (Not Required any more!  Short, Susan E., Frances K. Goldscheider, and Berna M. Torr.  2006.  “Less Help for Mother:  The Decline in Coresidential Female Support for Mothers of Young Children, 1880 – 2000.”  Demography 43(4): 617-629)

28.)
Use data from text or lecture to identify two ways that the well-being of American children is improving.  Discuss a possible reason for each improvement.

29.)
Use data from text or lecture to identify two ways that the well-being of American children is not improving.  Discuss a possible reason for each.

30.) Describe racial and ethnic differences (or similarities) in infant mortality in the United States.  What might be some explanations for these group differences? (refer to data)
31.) Compare trends in childhood poverty to trends in welfare. (refer to data)
32.)  Compare trends in childhood poverty to trends in poverty among adults and the elderly (refer to data)
33.)  The Child Well-Being Index (CWI) has 28 items.  Identify one item particularly relevant to girls, one relevant to boys, and two relevant to all children.  (Explain your judgment if you are not certain.)
Sources for questions 28 to 33:
· Lecture 16

· Casper and Bianchi Chapter 8

34.)
Compare married women with young children to all women, in terms of hours worked.  Then compare the two groups in terms of trends in hours worked.  (refer to at least four data points)
35.)
Outline two theories about occupational sex segregation occurs, and explain which of the two theories you think is most relevant.

36.) Explain what an index of dissimilarity is, and describe trends with respect to gender differences in occupations. (refer to data)
37.)  Compare trends in child care hours for women to trends for men. (refer to data)
38.)  Describe “cause” (independent) variables, “effect” (dependent) variables, and the findings in Udry’s analyses of the biological basis of gendered behavior.

39.)  Have trends in time use indicated that mothers are becoming more overloaded than fathers?  Support your answer (with data).
Sources for questions 34 to 39:
· Lecture 17

· Casper and Bianchi, Chapter 10.

· Udry, J. Richard.  1994.  “The Nature of Gender.”  Demography 31(4):561-573.

40.)  The period from the 1970s through the mid-1990s was a time of economic stagnation and hardship for many but not all individuals and families. Discuss some of the social factors that might have brought about this increase in economic inequality.

41.)  Describe trends in the wages, variance of wages, and incomes of highly educated men. (refer to data)
WILL NOT APPEAR ON TEST: (42.) For men who entered the labor force at age 24 in 1985 or so, describe their career trajectories by age 36 (pay raises, variation in incomes, job tenure).  Explain whether these patterns are consistent with delays in marriage.)
43.)  According to McLanahan, what are the trends in family patterns for better-educated families?

44.)  According to McLanahan, what are the trends in family patterns for less-educated families?

45.)  Describe the solutions McLanahan proposes to reduce the divergence in American family patterns.  Briefly explain whether you think these solutions will work.

Sources for questions 39 to 45:
· Lecture 18

· McLanahan, Sara.  2004.  “Diverging Destinies:  How Children are Faring Under the Second Demographic Transition.”  Demography 41(4): 607 – 627. 

