Sociology 412

Notes on questions 5 and 6 from lecture 11, question 1 from lecture 12.
Lecture 11: Delayed and forgone childbearing. 

· 5.)
Discuss how different costs, prices, and/or preferences for children might lead to different levels of childlessness among women of different education levels.

(I would look for at least two of the following three arguments.)
Women with higher education levels often have better paying jobs, or often have husbands with better paying jobs.  If the cost of children is an issue and women remain childless because they cannot afford children, this would mean that highly educated women are unlikely to remain childless.

On the other hand, women with higher education levels are also more likely to have promising career trajectories that would be put at risk by becoming a mother.  If the price of childbearing is an issue and women remain childless to continue successful careers, this would mean that highly educated women are the most likely to remain childless.

Finally, highly educated women might have different preferences for children than women less education.  For example, women who know they do not want children might be more likely to go to college instead of focusing on motherhood, in which case we would see higher rates of childlessness among college grads.
· 6.) 
Critique the use of historical data on societies that married late and did not contracept, to estimate the relationship between age and infecundability in modern times.  Describe at least one strength and one weakness of this approach.

This approach argues that the population of modern women who start to try to have a baby at age X is equivalent to the population of historical women who marry at age X, with respect to the proportion that later have babies.  The strength of this approach is that both populations start to have unprotected sex at the same age.  One weakness is that the overall health and nutrition of women is better today, and healthier women might have higher fertility than less healthy women of the same age.  Despite its weaknesses, I feel this technique gives a fair estimate of the relationship between age and fertility.
Lecture 12:  Nonmarital childbearing.

· 1.) Compare trends in birth rates for unmarried white women to trends in birth rates for unmarried black women.

From 1970 to 1993, birth rates for unmarried white women rose from 14 to 36 per 1000 per year.  From 1970 to 1993, birth rates for unmarried black women declined from 96 to 84 per 1000 per year.  However, while comparisons by race showed opposite trends in nonmarital birth rates, the number of nonmarital births rose for all races because the sheer number of unmarried women increased so much.

