Sociology 412: Spring 2009
Possible questions for midterm on March 10, 2009.  
You will be randomly assigned fifteen of these questions.
All answers should be in two to five clear, complete sentences.

Practice answering each question in four minutes of writing.
1.)  The following table shows the distribution of family households with children under age 18, for 1998 and 2006:



Total


Married Couple
Single Mother

Single Father

1998

34,760,000

25,269,000

7,693,000

1,798,000

2006

36,466,000

25,982,000

8,389,000

2,095,000

Calculate and describe the percent of families in 2006 that were married couple families.
*NUMBERS  MIGHT CHANGE

(% = (Ngroup/ Ntotal)*100)

2.)  The following table shows the distribution of family households with children under age 18, for 1998 and 2006:



Total


Married Couple
Single Mother

Single Father

1998

34,760,000

25,269,000

7,693,000

1,798,000

2006

36,466,000

25,982,000

8,389,000

2,095,000

Calculate and describe the annual rate of increase in married couple families from 1998 to 2006.
*NUMBERS  MIGHT CHANGE

rate = 100*{exp[((1/(y2-y1))*ln(N2/N1)]}-100

3.)  Explain why trends in two parent families are a social concern, and use data in Casper and Bianchi to describe those trends. 

*PROVIDE AT LEAST TWO DATA POINTS TO SUPPORT YOUR CASE

4.) List three key demographic trends relevant to an understanding of family change.

Source for 1 to 4:  Lecture 2, Casper and Bianchi Chapter 1.

5.)  Describe how living arrangements of young men and women changed from 1980 to 1998.

*PROVIDE AT LEAST FOUR DATA POINTS TO SUPPORT YOUR CASE

6.)  Explain what the median age at marriage is, and compare trends in the median age at marriage for women to trends for men. 
*PROVIDE AT LEAST FOUR DATA POINTS TO SUPPORT YOUR CASE

7.)  Describe advantages and disadvantages of using vital statistics data for demographic research.

8.)  Describe advantages and disadvantages of using survey data for demographic research.

9.)  Describe advantages and disadvantages of using census data for demographic research.

Source for 5 to 9:  Lecture 3, Casper and Bianchi Chapter 1.
10.)  Explain the difference between measures of incidence and prevalence, and tell why the incidence of cohabitation is higher than the prevalence.

11.)  Describe three racial or ethnic differences in cohabitation.  These differences can distinguish by sex or trend, but they must be supported by data from Casper and Bianchi.

*PROVIDE AT LEAST THREE DATA POINTS TO SUPPORT YOUR CASE

12.) Compare cohabiting couples to married couples in terms of their economic circumstances.

*PROVIDE AT LEAST TWO DATA POINTS TO SUPPORT YOUR CASE

13.) Explain how differences in the age distributions of unmarried men and women might cause differences in the prevalence of cohabitation among unmarried men and women.

14.)  According to Cherlin, why do people still marry?

Source for 10 to 14:  Lecture 4, Casper and Bianchi Chapter 2, Cherlin, Andrew J.  2004. “The Deinstitutionalization of American Marriage.”  Journal of Marriage and Family 66(4): 848 – 861.

15.)  Outline the mechanisms that might explain why cohabitation often has less desirable outcomes than marriage, according to Waite.

16.)  Describe the evidence that cohabiting couples tend to have less specialized gender roles than married couples.

*PROVIDE AT LEAST TWO DATA POINTS TO SUPPORT YOUR CASE

17.)  Discuss the evidence for a relationship between cohabitation and domestic violence.

*PROVIDE AT LEAST TWO DATA POINTS TO SUPPORT YOUR CASE

18.) Discuss the evidence for a relationship between cohabitation and poor emotional well-being.

*PROVIDE AT LEAST TWO DATA POINTS TO SUPPORT YOUR CASE

19.)  What is Waite’s interpretation of the relationship between premarital cohabitation and the risk of divorce?  

20.)  Provide evidence that in a comparison between marriage and cohabitation, men have more to gain from marriage than women.

21.)  Provide evidence that in a comparison between marriage and cohabitation, women have more to gain from marriage than men.

22.)  Discuss the strength of the evidence for a benefit to marriage, based on mortality rates for married, divorced, widowed, and never-married men.

*PROVIDE AT LEAST THREE DATA POINTS TO SUPPORT YOUR CASE

Source for 15 to 22:  Lecture 5

23.)  What are some possible reasons that college educated men are more likely to marry college educated women than in the past?

24.)  Describe levels of educational homogamy in 1940, 1960, 1980, and 2000, according to Schwartz and Mare (Figure 2, Page 633).

*PROVIDE AT LEAST FOUR DATA POINTS TO SUPPORT YOUR CASE

25.)  Describe some evidence that intermarriage among black men constitutes a marriage squeeze for black women, then outline a corresponding counterargument.  

*PROVIDE AT LEAST THREE DATA POINTS TO SUPPORT YOUR CASE

Source for 23 to 25:  Lecture 6,  Schwartz, Christine R., and Robert D. Mare. 2005.  “Trends in Educational Assortative Marriage from 1940 to 2003.”  Demography 42(4): 621 – 646.

Abstract on page 621,  Table 2 on page 629-630, Figure 2 on page 633.

Table for question 26:  Percent of US women never-married, by age and year

 

age group:


year:


 

 


1960

1990

 

20-24


28.4 %

64.6 %

 

30-34


  6.9 %

18.2 %

 

35+ 

  
  7.2 %
  
6.7 %  

26.) A demographer claims:  “The data for 1990 show lots of women delay marriage, but few women remain unmarried.  Therefore, the increase in delayed marriage has no effect on the proportion of women who do not marry at all.”  Explain the flaw in such a statement.

27.)  Find the median age at marriage for this group of women “censored” at age 30:

*NUMBERS  MIGHT CHANGE

 

26   NM   19   NM   24   29   22   19   NM   18   23   25   21   24   NM  



(“NM” means not married by age 30.  Actual question data may vary.)

28.)  Discuss the historical evidence for a link between economic hardship and delayed marriage. 

*PROVIDE AT LEAST TWO DATA POINTS TO SUPPORT YOUR CASE

29.)  Describe trends in age at marriage for women, in age at marriage for men, and for the difference in average age at marriage between women and men.  (You may use trends for either blacks or whites in your example.)
*PROVIDE AT LEAST FOUR DATA POINTS TO SUPPORT YOUR CASE

30.)  In what ways are trends in age at marriage similar for blacks and for whites?  In what ways are the trends different?

*PROVIDE AT LEAST FOUR DATA POINTS TO SUPPORT YOUR CASE

Source for 26 to 30:  Lecture 7.
31.)  Outline the arguments that divorce can create problems that did not need to exist.

32.)  Outline the arguments that divorce can benefit families in some circumstances.

33.) Describe demographic factors that might explain why divorce rates have fallen slightly since 1980.

34.)  If the divorce rate is .03 per year for a certain demographic group, what proportion of marriages will have ended in divorce after 5 years?

*NUMBERS  MIGHT CHANGE

35.)  Describe trends in divorce in the United States from 1950 to 2000.
*PROVIDE AT LEAST THREE DATA POINTS TO SUPPORT YOUR CASE

Source for 31 to 35:  Lecture 8.
36.)  Identify Cherlin’s reasons for disputing Wallerstein’s claims about the effects of divorce on children. 

37.)  Describe changes since 1960 in the percent of families that undergo a divorce within ten years of a first birth.

*PROVIDE AT LEAST FOUR DATA POINTS TO SUPPORT YOUR CASE

38.)  According to Harris, what processes explain most or all of the supposed effects of divorce on children?

39.)  Explain how the Cherlin, Lansdale and McRae study distinguished effects of divorce from effects of troubled families.

Source for 36 to 39:  Lecture 9. Cherlin, Andrew R.  1999.  “Going to Extremes: Family Structure, Children’s Well-Being, and Social Science.”  Demography 36(4):421-428. Casper and Bianchi Chapter 9: pages 271-278.

