Term Paper and Poster Schedule for Sociology 412, Spring 2009
Project Proposal, Due April 7.   Grade: 4 pts if on time, at least 20% off if late.


The project proposal should include the following:



A proposed title for the project.



A full description of the row, column, control (if any), and filter variables.  (Good

enough that a reader could replicate your findings.)




One to three charts for your proposed project.  (Possibly the same or similar

charts to the charts you made in homework 3.)


Up to two paragraphs to describe why this analysis might be interesting and what
your early results seem to show.
Term Paper, Due May 7.   Grade: up to 20 pts if on time, at least 20% off if late.

The revised version of the research paper will also have the following components, adjusted according to comments you received from the draft version.  

1.)  five to ten pages of text.  I recommend the following format


> introduction and hypothesis


> data and methods


> results


> conclusion

2.)  carefully designed tables and figures using data you have organized

3.)  if necessary, revise your list of references to published scholarship on the topic.  

Poster, Due May 7.   Grade: up to 10 pts if on time, at least 20% off if late.

The poster will be a visual presentation of your term paper findings.  Your poster will be shown in class, and I may ask you some questions about it, but the grade will be based on the poster, not on any oral presentation.  Here are suggested layouts for the poster project (more on this later in the semester):

You generally have room for about five or six sheets of paper attached to a posterboard.  

Sheet #1: state the question of interest.

Also identify yourself, the title of your paper, and a way (e-mail?) for interested readers to contact you. 

Sheet #2: summarize previous findings and their implications with bullet points

Sheets #3 - #5: present tables or figures of your findings.  

Sheet #6: summarize your findings, conclusions, and/or implications with bullet points.

You could also try the following, more result-intensive layout.

Sheet #1: state the question of interest.

Also identify yourself, the title of your paper, and a way (e-mail?) for interested readers to contact you. 

Sheets #2 - #5: present tables or figures of your findings, with a title above and an interpretive sentence below each table or figure.  

Sheet #6: summarize your findings, conclusions, and/or implications with bullet points.
Suggested GSS variables for term paper topics:
(You may choose other variables if you wish.)

Marriage and childbearing variables:

Marital   (marital status)

Agewed (age when first married)

Divorce  (ever been divorced or separated)

Widowed  (ever been widowed)

Childs  (number of children ever born)

Sibs  (number of brothers and sisters)

Agekdbrn  (r’s age when first child born)

Demographic and Social Characteristics:

Year  of interview

Degree  (respondent’s highest degree)

Sex  (respondent’s sex)

Race  (respondent’s race)

Age (respondent’s age)

Income06  (family income – very difficult to work with)

Rincom06  (respondent income – very difficult to work with)

relig  Religious self-identification

fund  Level of fundamentalism

partyid  political party identification.

wrkstat work status

spwrksta  spouse’s work status.

Family background variables

Sibs number of brothers and sisters

Family16 family structure at age 16

Famdif16 reason for family structure at age 16

Incom16  income level at age 16

Mobile16  where respondent lives relative to home at age 16.

Family attitude variables

Natchld attitudes toward government support of child care

Racmar attitudes toward interracial marriage
Hapmar  happiness of marriage

Chldidel  ideal number of children

Divlaws attitudes toward divorce laws

Premarsx  attitudes toward premarital sex

Homosex attitudes toward homosexuality

Spanking attitudes toward spanking

Fepresch and fechld  attitudes toward working mothers.
Satfam: level of satisfaction with family life
Some Suggested Topics for Research Papers (some of these cannot be done with the GSS):
Or create you own!
Changing population structure

1.)  Has the likelihood of being divorced changed over time, and if so, for whom?

2.)  Do men marry at different ages than women, and if so, have the differences increased or decreased?

3.)  Do men have children at different ages than women, and if so, have the differences increased or decreased?  

4.)  How has the widowed population changed, both in numbers and characteristics?

5.)  What are the trends and group differences in teenage childbearing?

6.) What are changing patterns of childlessness, and their possible implications?

7.)  Is marriage disappearing or just changing?

Group differences in population structure

7.)  What kinds of people are likely to remain unmarried?  

8.)  What kinds of people are likely to marry young?  To marry at older ages?

9.)  What is the gender gap in incomes?  How big is it for childless persons?  Divorced Persons?  Never-married persons?

10.)  Is the relationship between education and marriage the same for men as for women?

11.)  Is the relationship between education and marriage the same across racial groups?

12.)  Is the relationship between education and divorce the same for men as for women?

13.)  Is the relationship between education and divorce the same across racial groups?

14.)  Is the relationship between education and number of children the same for men as for women?

15.)  Is the relationship between education and number of children the same across racial groups?

16.)  How does age at marriage predict whether someone will divorce?  Is this pattern the same across sexes, racial, and/or educational groups?

17.)  What types of Americans are living to older ages, and what do their family patterns look like?

Changing Population Structure

18.)  Are baby boomers or more recent generations worse off than other generations (or will they be)?

19.)  What are some causes or consequences of growing ethnic diversity?

Changing Economic Conditions

20.)  Are the rich really getting richer? Measure trends in income inequality. (This one is tough!)

21.)  The gender gap in earnings:  how much have things changed and for whom?

22.)  Gender and occupations: what has happened to sex segregation in the work place, and so what?

Family attitudes

23.)  Are men and women becoming more alike in their attitudes toward working mothers?

24.)  Do attitudes toward spanking depend on whether one has children of one’s own?

25.)  Do collective changes in family attitudes occur by cohort replacement or by individual change?

Family and Household Structure

26.) What are trends in female-headed families or poverty for women and children?
27.) Are there racial or sex differences in the living arrangements of young adults (includes leaving and returning home)? 

28.) Trends and implications of living alone as a lifestyle.

Aging and Family

29.) Retirement trends and policies: Do Americans work to older ages than in the past?

30.)  What are gender, education, or race differences in how long people work? 
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