Sociology 699c 

Fall 2003
Homework assignment 1 
due 9/09/03
In this exercise you will use STATA to rescale the education variable in a fictitious data set.

1.)  First, create a data set to work with.  Create a text file with notepad or a comparable program.  The data file should have two variables and twenty cases, as shown.  The first variable is a case identification number, and the second is the respondent’s completed years of education.
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2.)  Invoke STATA using the STATA icon in your applications folder.  
3.)  Press the icon for the .do file editor (second row, fifth button from the right).  
4.) Write a .do file that does all of the following:


a.)  Reads the two variables for twenty observations into STATA using the infile command.


b.)  Recodes education into several categories using the commands generate and replace.  I suggest you use categories for no high school diploma, high school diploma, some college, and four-year college degree.

c.)  Checks that the results came out correctly using the command list.  (Correctly means that each observation has one and only one educational category, and it is the correct one for the number of years of education).

d.)  Calculates the sample proportions in each education category using the command summarize or tabulate.  (We have not yet gotten to these commands in lecture, but they are relatively straightforward.  To obtain information on the distribution of a variable, type summarize varname 

e.)  Supplies comments so that a researcher who does not use STATA can understand what you are doing at each step.
5.)  Based on your results in the STATA window, answer the following questions.

a.)  Which cases (caseids) are in the category “four years of college or more?”

b.)  What proportion of the whole sample is in each education category?  (That is, what are the relative frequencies for each education category?)


c.)  Discuss several ways that the recoded variables may be in error, even if the data modification is properly specified.  (For example, is it automatically true that everyone who reports that they received 0 to 11 years of education did not graduate from high school?)
6.)  (Optional) Try using different commands to read the data into STATA.

7.)  (Optional)  Try using different relational and logical operators to recode the education variable and still obtain the same results.

For full credit, turn in a printout of your data set, .do file, and answers to question 5 on 9/09/03.

