Sociology 699.  Homework 2:  Actually downloading a data set using STATA.  

Assigned September 9, 2003, due September 16, 2003.
In this assignment you will analyze a the relationship between marital status, sex, and several political variables in the context of a three-party election.  We begin with a step-by-step guide to downloading voting data from the General Social Survey.

1.)  Go to the website for the Survey Data Analysis Archive:  http://csa.berkeley.edu:7502.

2.)  Click on “SDA archive”

3.)  Click on GSS cumulative datafile 1972-2000.

4.)  At this window there are several important places you can go.  Your first should be the “extra codebook window” button.


a.)  In the GSS codebook, find the variables we will use in this assignment:  vote92, pres92, partyid, 



marital, and sex.


b.)  For respondents who reported voting in the 1992 presidential election, what was the list of answers 



the respondents could have given when asked who they voted for?

5.)  Go back to the GSS cumulative datafile in step 3, then click on “Download a customized set of variables”.


a.)  Set data definitions for STATA.  This will create a stata dictionary file that is helpful but not
necessary for working with the raw data.

b.)  Set the filter at year(1993).  This will download only the GSS waves we are interested in.


c.)  Write the names of the variables to download:  

marital, sex, vote92, pres92, partyid.


d.)  Click the button for “continue” (it is near the top.)

6.)  Check the variable list.  If it looks right, click “create the files”

7.)  
a.)  Save the data file to a location of your choosing, and change its name to “hmwk2.raw”.  If you save the file to a shared disk, be sure to delete it when you are done with the assignment so as not to take up space.


b.)  Save the codebook file.  You can name it hmwk2cdb.txt or hmwk2cdb.doc, depending on the program you use to read it.  Again, delete this file when you finish the assignment.

c.)  If you wish to save the stata file, save it as hmwk2stata.txt.  

8.)  Exit the SDA website.

9.)  Use the tabulate and summarize commands to look for differences in political views by sex.  Be sure to report results only for respondents with valid observations on both variables.  Briefly summarize and discuss your results.


10.)  Use the tabulate and summarize commands to look for differences in political views by marital status.    Briefly summarize and discuss your results.
11.)  Use the tabulate and summarize commands to look for differences in political views by sex and marital status.  Briefly summarize and discuss your results.

Optional #12)  Analyze one other relationship of your choice, using two or more of the variables for sex, marital status, political views, whether the respondent voted, and the candidate for whom the respondent voted.

